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Kantor, MacKinlay Andersonville 
World. Oct. 27, 1955. 767p. $5.00. 

Before anyone attempts read and absorb this magni- 
ficent epic the southern prison camp called “Sumter” 
Anderson’s Station, Georgia, this reviewer would 
urge the study the portrait the author, Mr. Mac- 
Kinlay Kantor, the back cover the jacket. the 
bard Avon succinctly wrote, “Your face, 
thane, book, wherein men read strange 
(Macbeth), full comprehension the book can 
had without good look into the author’s penetrating 
gaze. Mr. Kantor seems looking Andersonville 
with the steadfastness the twenty-five years which 
the publicity says gave the compilation the 
novel. And the same time looking far beyond 
the stockade into the warp and woof the men who 
were imprisoned there, died there and gave their “full 
measure devotion.” The book mirror holding 
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the reader story told master with message 
timeless—for yesterday, today and tomorrow. 


Preceding the bibliography (p. 762) the following ex- 
cerpt vital importance, “Andersonville work 
fiction but presented accurate history the 
Andersonville prison insofar specific details con- 
cerning the construction, administration, tenancy and 
supervision the stockade with its guards and in- 
habitants, are made clear. Those persons portrayed 
civilians are fictitious. The majority the prison’s 
officials, with certain officers commanding Confederate 
troops, are drawn from life the best the author’s 
number prisoners described all existed 
act. 


novel Andersonville tells the story eighteen 
months the years 1864-1865 when the twenty 
more acres piney Georgia was turned into prison 
camp. Mr. Kantor with sweep like Michelangelo’s 
“Final Judgment” has incorporated not only the North 
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and the South death struggle but has painted with 
his pen complete panorama mankind that left the 
reviewer when closed the volume with the intel- 
lectual feeling that here last was American epic 
prose. The cement the mosaic are the Cloffers: 
Ira, Mexican war veteran small-plantation owner 
whose land and world rudely invaded this 
monument man’s hate, stupidity, valor and 
man courage, sensitivity whose doorstep the 
ghostly stockade structure reared”; Veronica, the 
wife, “shocked into numb despair the loss her 
sons” and whose ghostly exit written majestic style 
carries the overtones Hamlet’s Ophelia; Lucy, the 
daughter, “who finds love here with Harrell Elkins, 
veteran the Southern army who willing sacrifice 
his very life alleviate the torture those who had 
been his enemies.” With these and others, sym- 
pathize, enjoy, and even love them may not 
difficult for the reader; but the abject, terror-stricken, 
agony-laden figure Henry Wirz will, believe, elicit 
from the most casual reader more than passing tear. 
(Wirz was executed Washington, C., 1865, “for 
crimes committed 


the criterion great play, pcem novel the 
plain fact that anyone them can easily find 
ourselves, then the reading will not 
disappointment. Objection may raised that 
there too much Mr. Kantor Garrett, John 
Appleby, Flory and Coral Tebbs, Willie Collins, Chick- 
amauga, maybe any the hundreds 
who limp, stride, crawl hobble across the canvas 
this story; but maybe not, simply because the reader 
unable put down paper well. sensible 
caution any reader that not for any diet 
geared weak stomachs. Andersonville was cruel 
place conceived hatred man who made 
almost ashamed was born Maryland, (that until 
remembered that Cardinal Gibbons was, also), the 
miasma the stinking stench from the “sinks” will 
linger long after one has turned out the light and gone 
sleep. Andersonville was putrifying sore last 
throes the dying Confederacy. There may have been 
strong chivalry when the gray coats marched Get- 
tysburg but there was little left the corn pone slops 
handed the Union prisoners 1865. Yet even this 
pit degradation there was some. Wait until you 
meet Father Peter Whalen and Nathan Dreyfoos and 
then you will feel re-renewed, the air will become fresh 
and clean again. review must end sometime. 
only wish Mr. Kantor had allowed Lucy and Harrell 
have had the wedding which exquisitely describes, 
keeping the sixth rather splotched 
the canvas. You will hearing this the most 
talked about novel, you will seeing Cinema- 
but really the only way appreciate 


read it. 
Berkeley Kines, 
Georgetown University, 


Washington, 
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Monsarrat, Nicholas Castle Garac 
Knopf. Oct. 258p. $3.50. 

Castle Garac opens tritely the Riviera with down- 
at-the-heels American novelist, Tom Welles, rationing 


his last francs for cup café créme. (Hemingway 
did long ago.) stumbles into mystery when 
Ehrenhardt, affluent man-without-a-country, hires him 
confidential secretary without typewriter and 
out paper. For while, Tom’s most frightening 
tion consists squiring the voluptuous and available 
Anna who invites Tom come hither 
whenever her husband thither. 


The narrative takes shape when Paul sends Tom out 
into the hills Provence find medieval castle, rent 
it, and keep his employer completely anonymous. 
course finds Castle Garac, ancient, abandoned, taken 
over the authorities when the Garac line disappeared 
during the war. 


The tale proceeds more improbably into the void 
the unknown when Tom commissioned search the 
modeling agencies, the café dansants, the bars, the 
couturiers, the vendeuses, the houses, for 
about nineteen, French, beautiful, aristocratic, without 
family other ties and able disappear for few 
months. 


Tom finds Angéle Corton and messes everything 
falling love with her practically sight. 
relation Castle Garac and the Ehrenhardts makes 
the rest this sophisticated whodunit. There are 
heart throbs, moments screaming tension, 
anxiety, neuroses, murder, rape, violence, 
and the story ends happily. 


Readers The Cruel Sea will more than 
pointed. Castle Garac tells 
little tale with easy relaxation. The novel not 
tended “serious.” Hence its characters are 
shadows playing the light the more dominant nar- 
rative. For light reading, for distraction, for emptying 
the mind its clutter, Castle Garac makes good 


prescription. 
Victor Yanitelli, Ph.D., 
Fordham University, 
New York, New York 


Allis, Marguerite The Rising Storm 
Putnam. Oct. 20, 1955. 312p. $3.50. 


Miss Allis’s eleventh novel early America the 
fourth story her chronicle the Field family they 
migrate the Western Reserve from 
setting Cincinnati the 1830’s, when that city’s 
position the Underground Railroad proximity 
slaveholding Kentucky made meeting place 
the opposing forces that gradually rose into the storm 
the Civil War. 


this seething environment comes Lance Field 
rejoin his father Jed and twin brother Lafe after being 
reared the maternal grandmother’s plantation 
Louisiana. joins array curious personalities 
the big old Victorian house his kindly grand- 
mother, Field: her daughter, teacher the West- 
ern Female Institute and long the support law 
student husband, Seumas intellectual Mal, 
professor whose impracticality long leaves him 
aware the cuckoldry between his worthless wife and 
his hot-tempered brother Jed; the colorless third son, 
Marv; the in-law Pomeroys, who withdraw with af- 
fronted dignity when Mal finally divorces their gitl, 
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Mercy; sullen Delphine, the colored maid who caters 
resentfully her employers. 


her home were not sufficiently crowded torn 
eccentricity, turns the basement into station 
for fugitive slaves (and eventually stands trial for doing 
With one them, mulatto Matilda, 
comes infatuated, and Southern-reared Lance hor- 
the prospect his twin entering miscegenetic 
marriage. When Lance meets the beautiful and wealthy 
Angela Durham, therefore, unselfishly plants her 
Lafe’s path and leaves for Louisiana, hoping that the 
loss his own love will least gain the rescue 
Lafe. After minor comedy errors, the plan almost 
reaches the altar; but the nick time Lance returns, 
reclaims the bride, and elopes with her the South. 
then Lafe has outgrown Matilda, and sets out 
for greater things: the Texan fight for freedom and 
annexation, which promises installment five 
the saga. 

This extreme simplification scarcely suggests the com- 
plexity incident and minor characters that over- 
crowds the book and deprives force. The focus 
shifts from background family affairs, from Lafe 
Lance and vice versa way that distracts and indi- 
cates indecisive purpose. The Fields, moreover, are 
too circumscribed their own pettiness, too lacking 
stature, show broad and gripping way the 
great social forces amid which they ineffectively move. 
Unlike the Forsytes, they ultimately represent only 
themselves, and their story one incident rather 
than idea. Miss Allis’s romantic and feminine style 
careful, experienced, and commendably wholesome 
vocabulary; achieves narration that least pleas- 
antly relaxing, even though not stirring, diversion for 


adults. 
George Grauel, Ph.D., 
John Carroll University, 
Cleveland 18, Ohio 


Brandon, Evan Green Pond 
Vanguard. Oct. 10, 1955. 506p. $4.75. 


Green Pond the name given Mr. Brandon, (of 
Gastonia, North Carolina), the Carolina town 
wherein live the people writes about this strangely 
florid and vital novel. The whole flamboyant story 
centers around two doctors, father and son, covering 
period that roughly post-bellum, circa 1870, ap- 
the present. Doctor Thaddeus Thornwell 
man dedicated his profession, but hampered 
lack knowledge; or, more simply, -handicapped 
having only that knowledge surgery which his time 
allowed. good-hearted, fundamentally honest 
and religious man; but promiscuous his rela- 
tions with women and reputedly the sire number 
offspring all shades from pink mahogany. 
finally lassoed into marriage Naomi Mure, one 
the kin given refuge from Sherman’s depradations, 
the Thornwell plantation house, Catawba; and bear- 
him twin sons, Naomi goes off deep end from 
which she returned apparently restored normal, 
but secretly kleptomaniac. The twin sons are Victor, 
who follows his father’s profession and succeeds him 
surgeon Pond, with skill fantastically 
versatile that any fictional surgeon recent years; 
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and Jacob, who becomes Presbyterian preacher, and 
returns finally the North Bethel Church his home 
town with his pretty but wise second wife, Myra. There 
are two other important people this novel: Mama 
Amazon, the cook and keeper Catawba and the 
Thornwells; and Jezebel Mathis, nymphomaniac 
forced marry the wealth Robert Inchurch 
ambitious mother. Jezebel lusted for Victor, but 
never allowed himself succumb her provocative 
appeals; and she dies with her passion unrequited, after 
ruling the Ponders’ social and ecclesiastical life for 
long generation. Victor builds hespital and seems 
completely immersed his professional work, sub- 
limating desire surgery and music. 


What makes this novel noteworthy, however, not the 
story line but the manner its telling. Besides con- 
taining some the most authentically reproduced 
negro dialect have come across forty years read- 
ing, comes close being rhapsodic times even 
though, occasions, the prose threatens become 
half hysterical. But the style original enough 
make reading intriguing; turns expression that might 
seem, out context, awkwardly self-conscious are, one 
feels, almost instinctively perhaps even artistically just 
right. Some readers will mystified, some even scan- 
dalized snatches very colloquial dialogue between 
Satan and Beelzebub, between Gawd and Gabriel, 
which are probably intended give kind fourth 
dimension the story the Thornwells Green Pond 
and which, just probably, are intended reflect 
the comment Mama Amazon the doings she sees 
going about her, the comment Victor and his 
father terms what they had learned from Mama 
Amazon. not think they are intended irre- 
verent, any more than dialogue The Green 
Pastures. Adult should warned that there 
great deal sex, mostly illicit, throughout this long 
and turbulent story; but, though sexual promiscuity 
only indirectly adjudged immoral, there morbid 
lingering over such and out bed adventuring, 
over detail. This red-clay novel; earthy 
and heavy times. Somehow, however, leaves 
impression something stature. likely sell 
widely the next few months. 


Uris, Leon The Angry Hills 
Random House. Oct. 1955. 249p. $3.00. 


the reading public’s memory not too short will 
recall Leon Uris the author Battle Cry. But 
has forgotten, then the publisher’s drumbeaters will 
have tap out loud tattoo attract audience 
The Angry Hills this asking price. Not having read 
Mr. Uris’ previous novel, not having seen its movie 
version, this reviewer not position tell what 
direction the author’s star pointing. But doesn’t 
have worry; Hollywood sure get something out 
his efforts. 

These particular angry hills are located the Grecian 
peninsula. Sometime during the German occupation 
(yes, are still back World War II), Michael Mor- 
rison, American novelist, has arrived these parts, 
not admire the scenery, but take possession his 
deceased wife’s inheritance. Instead, becomes the 
recipient letter, delivered London, bearing 
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the names seventeen supposed collaborators. Actu- 
ally list officials working for the Allies. Un- 
aware the precious contents the letter, the “bun- 
gling amateur” soon realizes that hunted man. 
and warned that “they will get him,” Mike gets into 
British army uniform and swallowed among the 
troops about evacuated. 

When the troops are surrounded and taken prisoners, 
Mike takes the surrounding hills and hides out 
different villages. one these comes upon the 
lovely Eleftheria and with her help makes contact with 
the Underground Athens. His rescuer another 
charmer, Lisa Kyriakides, whose husband had turned 
collaborator. Working for the Underground, she had 
been taken the Gestapo. While she and her two 
children (held hostages) had been spared, she was 
torced work for the enemy. But Konrad 
efforts make her his mistress were hopeless failure. 
After series captures and narrow escapes, Mike, 
Lisa and her sons (nice them take the boys along) 
finally get out the country with the aid Julius 
Chesney, correspondent sorts. Not that would 
have changed matters very much, the last hour Lisa 
learns that her husband had just been killed the 
Germans. 

Full suspense and action, swiftly paced, The Angry 
typical foreign intrigue business. Factually, 
fine reporting the activities the Underground 
movement this occupied land. But Mike’s escapes 
are just little too contrived—strongly reminiscent 
the serial heroine’s last second rescues from the hands 
the for his amorous adventures, the less 
said the better. Mike’s remark Lisa that they al- 
ways seem cots just about sums up. 
out these usual scenes the whole business could re- 
duced slightly “longish” short story. Time too 
precious waste such low moral nonsense. 


Francis Ullrich, 
Manhattan College, 
New York 71, New York 


Spring, Howard These Lovers Fled Away 
Harper. 483p. $4.50. 


Howard Spring remains one those hardy breed 
English novelists who have developed the grand 
tradition the novel, the tradition represented 
Thackeray and Dickens and Galsworthy, name 
few the great ones; and let include immediately 
Priestley and Clemence Dane. None your stac- 
cato etchings, palette-knife impressions, and none 
mentalism for him. Give him set characters 
live their complicated lives realistic surroundings 
and let him tell their stories leisurely and with relish 
for detail, well with respect for the ordinary de- 
cencies and the sensitivities his readers and will 
give you something worth mulling over quiet hours 
reading. His novels will not sensational sub- 
ject fashionable chat; but they will satisfying 
large segment the book-buying public. One might 
describe the novels this tradition “family fiction,” 
not only because the novels are usually concerned with 
the members one fictional family through two 


Best 


more generations, but because they can read any 
member the reading family who capable 
ing them. 


The Houses Between, Son Son were such 
novels. And such also These Lovers Fled Away, 
They may not be, the rigid economy literature, 
great fiction; but one suspects that they will endure 
longer than many their flashier contemporaries. 


These Lovers Fled Away tells the stories eight cen- 
tral characters over period reaching from the Boer 
War period to, roughly, the present. Chad Boothroyd, 
the narrator, was the son romantic rebel 
father who lived off the land and the sea the small 
Cornish town Pendeverel. There met Billy Pas 
coe, poor boy the town; and Rose Orlop, daughter 
wealthy lady painter. When his father died, his 
mother’s brother, Arthur Geldersome, removed Chad 
and the widow the Lancashire town Smurthwaite, 
where Uncle Arthur was the pompous but 
hearted Town Clerk. Here, Chad meets the Reverend 
Hawke and his two children, Phoebe and Eustace, 
well the farmer’s son, Greg Appleby. Chad’s mother 
marries the widowed Mr. Hawke; Eustace, resenting the 
step-mother, runs away from home. Since all three 
boys, Chad, Greg and Billy, are bright, they win their 
scholarships Oxford. Greg marries Phoebe; Rose 
runs away with Eustace, now become alcoholic and 
footloose poet; Chad meets May Ingleby. 
abandons Rose, unmarried but with child, Germany 
and she returns her aunt and eventually marries 
Billy. Chad mistakes pity for love and marries May. 
The war comes and the fortunes each are different: 
tragically mutilated and loses his legs. 
and Rose are divorced and finally Chad, free May, 
marries Rose. There are, besides the children Greg 
and Phoebe, and Rose and Eustace; and many other 
who each live life their own while imping- 
ing and influencing the lives the principals. 
the story line sounds complicated, involved much 
marital bungling, there not, thanks be! 
palaver attempting psychoanalyze individual 
indulge the morbid with description sexual rites 
and encounters. 


Rose Orlop is, course, rather unbelievable femme 
fatale with predilection for red silk, but she seems 
least understandably feminine. Uncle Arthur may 
strike some almost caricature, with his hobby 
auricula-raising and his fondness for the whippet 
leine; but holds the whole story together with 
hardy wholesomeness that Mr. Spring must admire 
the essence being Briton. Old-fashioned this novel 
may but fashioned entertain the reader, 
rather than shock. That may old; has been 
rare these past years. think you will feel you have 
got your money’s worth, any rate. 


Grady, 
University Scranton 
Laing, Frederick The Giant’s House 
Dial. Oct. 24, 1955. 437p. $3.95. 
When had finished the first quarter this book, 
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through, was ready dismiss mere tirade; 
then the second half the sheer vitality its main 
character, one John Horgan, gripped interest until 
was sorry come the end real had the 
story become. wonder the author had similar 
experience composing it. For the beginning 
gives crudely melodramatic picture powerful 
Irishman, but the end the old man seems compel 
grudging admiration from his creator nearly 
steps alive from the pages. 

For John Horgan tremendous character, business 
giant type common America. came here 
immigrant from Irish farm, landed penniless 
New York, and fought his way the top the chain 
store grocery business. The description him and his 
associates real that must have been drawn from 
real experience. may, believe, also identify the 
author Paul Marrow, writer whom Horgan 
hires push his products. the story develops, 
theme appears—the crushing growth the super 
markets. This, too, given with sharp understanding 
that can only come from inside knowledge. Marrow 
presented the opposing force, being non-Irish, and 
out place the business battle. love with 
Prudy Boyden, whose father manufacturer high 
quality jams. The super markets are shown beating 
down quality favor cheap, mass distribution, and, 
course, Boyden one the victims. Another side 
the theme the hard inhumanity the business 
tycoons contrasted with Marrow’s more sensitive 
nature and his love for Prudy. The theme resolved 
having Marrow quit the firm just the aging Horgan 
was grooming him possible successor. goes off 
marry Prudy and write for the newspapers. 


The story adult one and objectionable one 
scene, not more. may annoy the Irish, presenting 
unfriendly view Yet for this 
reason may well recommended them, for such 
can enlightening. gives also pretty grim 
picture business competition. Both views, though 
distorted the author’s prejudices, are full life and 


worth reading. 
Dom Bruno McAndrew, O.S.B., 
St. Anselm’s Priory, 
Washington, 


Bordeaux, Henry The Lost Sheep 
Macmillan. 130p. $2.95. 


The plot Henri Bordeaux’ novel, good transla- 
tion Frances Frenaye, simple. Melanie left her 
husband join shepherd and lived with him for 
some years, after which her maternal love, combined 
with what left her Christian morality, prompts her 
make attempt return her home. She en- 
couraged Dom Beranger, Carthusian monk who 
has returned his famous monastery, Grande 

hartreuse. She returns not mother, nor 
wife, but servant; and, certain extent, the 
wronged husband makes her slave. She re- 
signed her lot, atonement; but her health under- 
mined and she crosses the mountains speak Dom 
Beranger. Her husband follows her and then that 
realizes that still love with her and that she 
critically ill. short time later, Dom Beranger, upon 
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the husband’s request, comes the house administer 
the last sacraments and preaches the people the 
town the virtue charity which they had refused 
Melanie, even when she was repentant. The setting 
the French Alps just outside Grenoble beautifully 
depicted, giving atmosphere reality the char- 
acters. 

The novel can read one sitting. is, indeed, 
more extended parable than novel. Bordeaux’ 
theme that the home cell society, part 
the whole organism—in this case the little mountain 
village, its social and its spiritual life. Slanderous 
tongues and scandalmongering engender dissension and 
can succeed destroying the home. The moral lesson 
inescapable and should, one presumes, make the 
reader think seriously the damage that can done 
gossip, malicious not. 


The Cashier 


Harcourt, Brace. Oct. 14, 


Roy, Gabrielle 

Translated Harry Binsse. 
1955. $3.50. 

her latest novel, Gabrielle Roy, the outstanding 
Canadian contemporary novelist, gives realist picture 
the “milieu” her characters and the evolution 
Alexandre Chenevert, cashier Montreal bank. 
Alexandre has been faithful employee for the past 
eighteen years, when discovered that has made 
occupational error $100. view his services, 
repay this sum the installment plan. The 
president the bank more interested the physical 
welfare Alexandre than the deficit and urges 
him “slow down.” But Alexandre neurotic in- 
dividual and selfish one who because his imaginary 
afflictions fails see his wife’s devotion him, lacks 
the appreciation being grandfather. Yet, physi- 
cally not well. The doctor sends him the 
country for rest where makes contact with world 
beauty. From then on, the plot moves swiftly until 
see him his death bed where although feeling 
that still being deceived his fellowmen 
finally admits the chaplain that “God goes deeper 
than we.” who felt that had been abandoned 
learned the last moments that tenderness from 
human beings goes furthest beyond the bounds 
reason. 
excellent novel, well delineated characters moving 
swiftly within their settings. most modern tale 
the neurotic misanthrope who through real actual 
suffering finally uplifts himself. 


Leon Baisier, 
Xavier University, 
New Orleans, Louisiana 


Eyre, Katherine Wigmore The Lute and the Glove 
Appleton-Century-Crofts. Oct. 20,1955. 313p. $3.50. 


Planned novel atmosphere and suspense, this 
work fails the first objective and, having failed, 
only less unsuccessful the second. The central 
idea original and holds possibilities for chilling, spine- 
tingling reader-reaction the manner Dorothy 
Macardle’s The Uninvited. Unfortunately, the icy 
atmosphere and fear which the heroine said feel 
are never shared the reader, and the latter’s atten- 
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tion caught clumsy accessory details that any 
conviction the plot might hold lost. 

start with red-haired Anne Carey, 28-year-old 
American whose lonely life has been centered her 
scholarly father, recognized student Tudor Eng- 
land, and who has amused herself childhood and 
adolescence furnishing imagination octagonal 
room the old family manor Devon. her 
father’s death, Anne takes herself Carey Reach, the 
old homestead, and there far, unkempt part the 
gardens comes upon solitary, sunken, periwinkle- 
covered grave whose lichened slab after 400 years 
damp climate bears the easily decipherable legend: 
Hic jacet peccatrix inabsoluta May, 1526— 
January, 1554.” the gloomy, bare octagonal room 
off the inhabited part the manor house, she finds 
that the furnishings she imagined childhood come 
into being for her but not for others, and that the room 
occupied red-haired woman her own age and 
handsome, arrogant Elizabethan lover. Over the 
months that follow, Anne discovers the identity the 
two: Althea Carey, whose remains were not buried 
the family crypt the local church, and Edward Cour- 
tenay, gallant who aspired first Mary Tudor’s 
hand, then Elizabeth’s, and who, having taken part 
the ill-fated Wyatt’s rebellion, died exile. 
while, spite the kindly attentions local artist- 
writer and D.S.C. holder, Anne gradually identifies 
herself with her ancestress until, consecutive episodes 
the octagonal room progress the point where she 
learns why Althea lies unhallowed grave, Anne’s 
reason almost leaves her. Rescued psychiatrist 
whose advice she follows setting the whole account 
down paper, Anne calls the local vicar and has 
him read over the grave passages from the Book 
Common Prayer and from the Roman Catholic Mass. 
Later, she intends replace the tombstone with an- 
other whose legend shall Requiescat pace. 

The 20th-cenutry characters are reasonable enough; the 
20th-century settings and incidents, carefully worked 
out. But the author gets off bad start when she 
attempts make something portentous the fact that 
Anne, coming fork the driveway Carey 
Reach, takes the right-hand road. Actually, would 
have been more significant the newly-arrived Ameri- 
can had taken England’s customary left-hand road. 
Later, when the author gets into the Courtenay epi- 
sodes, she telescopes her dates unnecessarily, according 
the record the DNB. Edward Courtenay called 
“Narcissus” because transfers the attraction Al- 
thea’s red hair has for him Elizabeth Tudor. Anne, 
though Episcopalian, dependent upon Paradise 
Lost for her interpretation eternal punishment. Her 
psychiatrist, inferring that the theory explains her case, 
tells her look “retrocognition” the Britannica. 
she got around finding the eleventh edition, 
she must have been more confused than ever, since the 
brief entry found only that edition discounts the 
theory. Latinist, the author gets badly tangled 
declension and conjugation the few Latin bits used. 


Mrs. Eyre has written several charming stories for chil- 
dren, notable among which her Song Thrush, 
story Margaret Salisbury, the mother Cardinal 
Pole. Her first essay into adult fiction might have had 
happier outcome she had followed her earlier pat- 


Best 


tern and made straight historical novel. can stil] 
read pleasant love story and such may 
enjoyed some women readers. 


Dennis, Nigel Cards Identity 
Vanguard. Oct. 5,1955. 370p. $3.75. 

Cards Identity satiric novel based chiefly the 
tendency the individual lost society’s mass, 
but one which also plants few barbs other 
temporary trends, particularly these are reflected 
contemporary literature. Title and theme are found 
speech one the principal characters: 
adays, all the old means self-recognition have been 
swept away, leaving even the best people state 
personal dubiety. Even dispossession, the surest means 
bringing home the naked identity, has disappeared. 
Very wisely, governments all over the world have 
sought stop this rot before the entire human 
tion has been reduced anonymous grains. They give 
you cards, which they inscribe capital letters the 
name which your fading memory supplies before 
too late...” 

The tenuous plot concerns meeting the Identity 
Club, dedicated changing the identities, willy-nilly, 
individuals thought useful the members. 
Before the Club convenes, one the key members, 
(soon supersede the president), chooses five assorted 
villagers for his house staff and suggestion and 
ciation ideas transforms them into gardener, 
Land Girl assistant the gardener, housekeeper, 
butler and parlor maid, each with carefully plotted 
background. When the members assemble, their city- 
dweller histories make them uneasy the country, but 
once the curtains have ben drawn the meeting room, 
the familiar safety the city recovered. During the 
course the meeting, three papers are read 
bers, and play performed the household staff. 
All these are printed full. The first paper satirizes 
the psychiatrist’s (and others’) use symbol, emblem 
and token; parodies the state funeral given public 
figures; and pillories the fascination which old customs 
have for certain groups. E.g., the Co-Wardens the 
Badgeries are entrusted with the national care bad- 
gers, though these animals have long since disappeared. 
stuffed badger, however, does duty token; but 
since the stuffed animal the jealous possession the 
Yeoman Hartford Forest, other groups use clip 
artificial fur set osier staff. This emblem 
the token. Thus you retain your technical right 
the token badger, and, thereby, all the living badgers 
the country. the other hand, your osier staff 
the symbol your having waived this prerogative.” 


The second paper bawdy case history herma- 
phroditism and lesbianism. The third, read 
whiskey priest who reformed takes 
sharp poke the practices cashing public 
fessions means published autobiographies; the 
theory absolute obedience one’s religious superiors; 
and the life-and-death power superiors over sub- 
jects. The play given the staff “The Prince 
Antioch, Old Way New Identities, Wil- 
liam Shakespeare.” concluding line this play 
(“Though much back where was before”) anti- 
cipates the novel’s end, when the Identity Club escapes 
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the police, and the household staff with one exception 
return their old selves, robbed, distraught, and 


custody. 

The author having very good time—unlike Orwell 
and other social satirists, has serious “message” 
for his readers. Sardonic, fantastic, sophisticated, his 
double-talk, puns, non-sequiturs, and multiple clichés 
run and on, leading the victim process identity- 
change, (and the reader well, unless follows 
closely), down the garden path. The whole caviar 
the general, among whom the undersigned counts 


herself. 
Helen Butler, 
Department Librarianship, 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Franken, Rose Intimate Story 
Doubleday. Oct. 20,1955. 281p. $3.95. 

The prestige physician does not always rub off 
widow. There may situations which she must 
rely her natural ability alone, must wait patiently 
until her vicarious medical associations can assist her. 
Such the case, least, with Mrs. Gerry, the chief 
character Rose Franken’s Intimate Story. 


Mrs. Gerry had been widow for five years when her 
daughter Marjorie married cool young lawyer who 
early decided that his mother-in-law was have 
further hand the management her daughter’s life. 
And spite her most humble approaches and most 
tactfully voiced suggestions, Mrs. Gerry found herself 
thwarted every turn. The attractive apartment she 
had caused constructed her large country home 
did not become the first residence the newlyweds; 
John had reasons for choosing much less satisfactory 
town. Even dinner, planned with view 
keeping the young couple her home for few hours, 
could turn out disappointment. John, with 
Marjorie justifying him every turn, seemed deter- 
mined lose skirmishes with his mother-in-law, let 
alone major engagement. 


The result was good deal heartache for Mrs. Gerry, 
suffered silence; and such palliatives long trip 
Europe, with just hint flirtation, could not 
her. Her medical associations finally won the 
day. When Marjorie grew seriously ill, Mrs. Gerry 
moved with sureness and vigor. She knew the world 
hospitals and the people who controlled them, and 
she organized her resources effectively that John was 
overwhelmed, and Marjorie was brought successfully 
through very dangerous When the couple 
come stay the neglected apartment, the heartache 
gone and with John’s suspicions. 


Rose Franken can probe feelings and emotions and can 
depict moodiness without descending muddiness. 

sympathetic delineation the problem Mrs. 
Gerry well done, and never lacks the sure touch 
with which she sets the tone the story the 


earliest pages. 
Dennis McCarthy, O.P., 
Head, Department English, 
Providence College, 
Providence Rhode Island 
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Asch, Sholem The Prophet 


Putnam. Oct. 18,1955. 343p. $4.00. 

happy coincidence this latest book Sholem 
Asch being published his seventy-fifth birthday. 
his other writings the Bible the noted author 
uses the form the novel convey his ideas. The 
only essential difference that here has created 
mythical prophet named Isaiah, whereas The 
rene, The Apostle, Mary, and Moses were real historical 
figures. 

This messenger from God appears among the Jewish 
exiles Babylon order prepare them spiritually 
for their return Palestine. His task means 
easy. Some the Jews have been severely tempted 
abandon Jehovah favor the pagan gods whose 
votaries have won such striking success war, while 
others are reluctant sacrifice the material comforts 
Babylon for the bleak prospects their home land. 
Isaiah therefore meets with calumny, slander and even 
physical violence. But does not waver, and con- 
soled his death-bed “the sound singing and 
joy” the pilgrims begin their triumphal march 
Zion. 

times Sholem Asch gives free rein his imagina- 
tion. Thus there Scriptural warrant for his dra- 
matic account how king Belshazzar tried cover 
the mysterious handwriting the wall. But the 
whole his book the result hours scholarly re- 
search, and some its most interesting and valuable 
pages are about the manners and customs the Baby- 
lonian people. 
Advancing years have not impaired the author’s keen- 
ness judgment nor robbed him his mastery 
words. fact the vigorous language and vivid imagery 
the Bible have become characteristic feature his 
style. Unfortunately our approval The Prophet 
must limited discriminating readers because 
goes into such details about the sensual and sexual 
pleasures which the pagans practiced their religious 
festivals. 

The following quotations are the key passages this 
book. must the gateway through which 
the nations will find their way into the house God.” 
“The redemption the gentiles depends upon the 


redemption Israel.” 

Stephen McKenna, 

University Santa Maria, 

Ponce, Puerto Rico 

Kjelgaard, Jim The Lost Wagon 
Dodd, Mead. Oct. 17,1955. $3.50. 
say that Jim Kjelgaard has given The Lost 
Wagon heartwarming story, the light today’s 
blurbs, possible understatement. this, his first 
historical novel, Kjelgaard gives just what need 
today. writing and exact writing high order. 
Every sentence seems chiselled; but the reader never 
hears feels the touch the mallet. Here is, brief, 
superb craftsmanship. 
The story, too, artistic and subtly real. embraces 
not more than five years time and more mileage 
than straight line drawn from Missouri Oregon 
along The Trail. novel westward pioneering 
compares well with Guthrie’s The Way West. 
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Joe Tower and his wife, for all the book’s being novel, 
are people very much alive. The family—from the 
blossoming Barbara, through freckle-faced Tad, down 
baby Emma—is just wholesome quintet ever 
graced the earth. There not lot money around, 
sure; but there’s road and strong bodies and 
stout hearts ready tread it, come what may. 


The word religion not much mentioned this 
story; yet religion-laden. One feels it. This not 
new-era psychological travesty; yet souls are laid bare 
without recourse physical nudity. 


Jim Kjelgaard’s Lost Wagon rolls the road like strong 
army certain victory. Give this book anybody; 
give everybody. There only gain the reading. 
The Lost Wagon suspenseful, real; something the 
Carl Sandburg tradition. 


Matthew Meighan, C.SS.R., 
New York, New York 


Dikty, (editor) 
The Best Science Fiction Etories 
and Novels: 1955 

Fell. Oct. 28, 1955. 544p. $4.50. 


This Dikty’s seventh anthology and the first recent 
years without the collaboration Bleiler. 
contents are billed two novels and eighteen short 
stories but this reviewer fails distinguish the two 
novels since the longest item pages and the two 
next longest are less than pages each. that 
may, most the choices are excellent and are notch 
above the usual science fiction tales. 

Among the better items are Clifford Simak’s “How-2” 
which robot manufacture robots put together 
from how-to kit and upsets the entire culture the 
day; Albert Friborg’s “Careless Love” which elec- 
tronic brain induced fall love and thus end 
warfare; Ward Moore’s “Dominions Beyond” which 
Englishman accidentally got Mars 1887 and 
imposed the Victorian Era upon the inhabitants; and 
Winston Marks’s “John’s Other Practice,” involving 
electronic brain which diagnoses disease. general 
the stories are newer writers and with cleverer gim- 
micks. Introducing the book Dikty’s contribution 
which traces the developments science fiction 
during 1954 and Earl Kemp closes with index 
all science fiction books published 1954. Suitable 
for adults and appreciated mostly science fiction 
aficionados. 


Barry, Jane The Long March 


Appleton. Oct. 1955. $3.75. 

All the elements good story are present The 
Long March. the historical background, with 
setting the inherently interesting period our 
War Independence; there life the upper class 
the old South; there the beautiful female spy; and 
finally the dashing hero, General Morgan the Vir- 
ginia Riflars. number modern authors the his- 
torical novel have added these ingredients pinch 
pornography, with dash vulgarity; much 
that have come almost expect them such 
stories. her courage and credit that Jane Barry 
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her first novel has not resorted these latter de-vices 
telling her tale. But less her credit the fact 
that this novel does not quite come off. The picture 
General Dan Morgan, the commander small 
force attempting defend the South against 
vastly superior British Army, comes life well enough; 
the account the military operations satisfactory; 
and the romantic interest seems authentic enough; but 
all this there does not emerge that fascination 
gripping interest characteristic good novels. 


Occasionally this book from overwriting, especi- 

ally lengthy descriptions which interrupt the action, 

unnecessary asides which might described 
woman’s view the war.” 


not perfectly clear just what the author this 
book attempted accomplish. Perhaps she has 
tempted toc much; any event her novel would have 
been more successful her objective were 
limited single theme, whether were the character 
her hero, the agony war continual retreat, any 
other the partial impressions this book leaves with 
the partial reader. 


stands, Long March not exciting enough 
for the young, not sufficiently romantic for the 
sick, not analytical enough for the introspective. But 
for all that does have its moments interest, which 
add hope that future works Jane Barry will 
more purposeful, and therefore more artistic and 


literary merit. 
Brother John, F.S.C., 
Dean, LaSalle College, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


Schoonover, Lawrence The Queen’s Cross 
Sloane-Morrow. Oct. 27,1955. 377p. $3.95. 


Isabella Castile was the Spanish Jeanne d’Arc 
according Lawrence Schoonover’s historical novel, 
made Spain the shield Christendom the late 
fifteenth century through her tireless industry and 
goodness. novel which almost historical narra- 
tive traces her career from the early days her 
Infantaship its triumphant conclusion with the fall 
Granada and the inception the Columbian 
voyages. 

Isabella’s story begins arid corner Castile where 
she lives with her brother, Don Alfonso, her 
mother, the Dowager Queen while their half-brother 
Henry the Impotent and his Queen Juana misrule Leon 
and Castile. those early days Isabella showed the 
piety, sincerity and determination which were rule 
her later When Henry and Juana summon her 
court and attempt remove her from the line 
succession favor Beltraneja, whom Don Beltran 
and the Queen foist off Henry his daughter, 
marrying her Alonso the African Portugal, she 
willing will bring peace Castile and improve the 
lot her people. 


But the marriage falls through and, after series 
rebellions discontented nobles, Isabella wins the 
right choose her own marriage. She chooses Ferdi- 
nand Aragon and the marriage performed haste 
before Henry can interrupt it. Ferdinand, King 
Sicily and heir Aragon, and Isabella, second line 
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the Spanish succession live obscurity while Henry 
continues weaken Castile. Juana even poisons Don 
Alfonso but then, Henry’s sudden death, Isabella 
succeeds the throne and her real career begins. The 
re-establishment justice and prosperity the realm, 
the codification and enforcement laws, the war 
Portugal and the frustration the French, the 
conquest Granada and the unification all 
Spain—these things are woven with the story 
daily life the author unfolds it. Wise, 
prudent, just, serving her God and her people all 
things she forced contend with husband who 
strays into extracurricular adventures, who 
crafty and opportunistic, who feels that his more able 
wife obscuring his own talents. Time after time his 
behavior wounds Isabella but always she continues 
labor for the weal Christendom and always she 
draws Ferdinand with her. the matter 
Columbus tries frustrate her but eventually she 
gains his consent. 


Mr. Schoonover has written excellent story, fairly 
true historical record but incomplete some phases 
due the panoramic nature his topic. in- 
teresting, readable and exciting. Some the incidents, 
not objectionably treated, are not for younger readers 
but, general, the book suitable for adults. 


Leonard Wolf, Ph.D., 


University Scranton 


Wilson, John Rowan Every Secret Thing 
Morrow. Oct. 19, 1955. 277p. $3.50. 

The impression created the jacket Every Secret 
Thing that meeting outstanding personality, 
aman principle, who chooses defy “system” and 
stoically face the future alone, need be. Unfor- 
tunately, further acquaintance with this hero does not 
engender such great admiration for his nobility. 
anything one wonders how man Dr. Philip Sel- 
wood’s position could naive oblivious what 
was happening round about him. 

Immediately upon graduation from the Royal College 
Surgeons, Philip was made assistant Sir Arthur 
Benson-Gray, noted surgeon and powerful influence 
the staff Graftondale Royal Hospital. Quite 
singular, would seem, that, all the candidates, 
Philip should have plans marry Sir Arthur’s daugh- 
ter, Pamela. 

Supposedly, knows nothing, very little, about 
the power politics Graftondale until experience 
with young refugee anesthetist, Dr: Pola, brings out 
the intrigue. Following operation, Pola collapses 
and taken his room Philip. Here learned 
that the man drug addict. Philip remains with 
Fola, and violation hospital rules, fails report 
his absence the office. And this time the person 
operated upon dies. Faced with official in- 
quiry, which really aimed ousting Sir Arthur, 
Philip refuses reveal Dr. Pola’s sickness and opposes 
his sponsor. Naturally, boy loses girl. But Sir Arthur’s 
sudden death, preceded heart-to-heart talk with 
Philip, brings everything the happy ending. 


Written one who has been practicing surgeon, 
Every Secret Thing very well done its technical 


Wilson White Kane 


203 


details. has its moments drama, suspense and 
satisfactory characterization. However, rises 
above the mediocre. Marred some occasional pro- 
fanity, its entire tone puts the adult category. 


Francis Ullrich, 
Manhattan College, 
New York 71, New York 


White, Leslie Turner The Winged Sword 
Morrow. Sept. 375p. $3.95. 

The hero this medieval romance 
Englishman, captured boyhood the Normans and 
reduced named Olivier 
D’Angle, sponsored the discerning elder son 
the Norman baron, educated read and write, and 
trained the arts the noble riding and the use 
knightly weapons. 

Olivier makes violent escape from servitude, taking 
with him the fiancée the baron’s younger son. There 
follows search, Crusade, for his long-lost 
father, reported the service the Emperor 
Constantinople. There follows also lechery and in- 
trigue the Byzantine court, battles with the Saracens, 
the discovery father and the fulfillment true love. 


Inept characterization, misunderstanding historical 
2vents and movements, juvenile narrative methods and 
downright bad writing make this book hardly com- 
mendable the general adult audience; while com- 
pletely amoral philosophy, (if such can termed), 
renders quite unsuitable for younger readers. 


Clinton Maguire, 
Silver Spring, Maryland 


Kane, Hartnett The Smiling Rebel 
Doubleday. Oct. 13,1955. 314p. $3.95. 

According the reports her contemporaries—both 
disgruntled females and susceptible males—Belle Boyd 
was enchantress. Age has not withered her charm 
and men still delight evoking from the bloody but 
chivalrous years the Civil War the person the 
Confederate spy who kept watchful eye out for mili- 
tary information while she was convincing gullible 
Union officers that she was just little old innocent 
nobody. Twice imprisoned, captured third time while 
route England courier, exiled Canada, 
Miss Boyd apparently never lost her zest her cour- 
age. She became legend while she was still alive; 
the legend still persists, its durability and attractiveness 
greatly aided the fact that largely true. 
Hartnett Kane included deft sketch Belle Boyd 
one his earlier works; now has, means 
novel, given fuller but not necessarily better picture 
the secret agent. True all essentials the facts 
Miss Boyd’s fascinating history, this novel cannot 
help being interesting; and when the young lady 
actually pursuing her heroic career the narrative really 
moves. Unfortunately, Mr. Kane has decided that ob- 
jective narrative not enough occasionally, and 
almost mechanically, puts some dutiful musing into his 
heroine’s mind. may have been following the lady’s 
autobiography and rewriting her reflections; but 
matter what his source, should have interpreted 
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Miss Boyd’s mind more skillfully left for the 
reader interpret. The gay, spirited young lady 
Mr. Hartnett’s earlier piece loses consistency and some 
force this work. Perhaps because carelessness 
haste composition, The Smiling Rebel seems little 
amateurish; but makes real and interesting the life 
that went behind and around the battles the 
Civil War, and tells Belle Boyd’s eventful story. 


William Hill, 


Wernersville, Pennsylvania 


Trouncer, Margaret The Nun 


Sheed Ward. Oct. 26,1955. 297p. $3.50. 

The sub-title this book “Saint Margaret Mary and 
the Sacred Heart.” the paper jacket and also 
the title page, are statements informing the prospective 
reader that about read novel. This fact can 
not emphasized too much, because this book de- 
finitely that rather than biography Saint Margaret 
Mary Alacoque. Many times read the book 
reacted against statements that were being made, state- 
ments that knew did not belong biography, not 
because they were necessarily untrue but because was 
sure that there could supporting documentary 
material for many the assertions made. However, 
novelist has freedom denied the biographer, 
Mrs. Trouncer justified her treatment the sub- 
ject. She writes very sympathetically Saint Margaret 
Mary and very critically, put mildly, all who 
criticized the saint. The picture that she presents 
the Visitation Convent Paray, France, where Saint 
Margaret Mary spent her religious life not very ap- 
pealing. The jealousies and suspicions directed against 
Saint Margaret Mary the other Sisters would have 
been unworthy very ordinary lay people, say noth- 
ing religious. 

Margaret Mary Alacoque’s younger years, after her 
birth 1643, were indeed harrowing. The death 
Margaret Mary’s father, when she was twelve years old, 
left her and her mother the mercy the father’s 
relatives, who made life miserable for the girl and her 
mother. was not until Margaret Mary was about 
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twenty-seven years age that her brother grudgingly 
provided least part the dowry necessary for her 
enter the convent. There she was ridiculed for her 
piety many the Sisters. Moreover, some the 
Superiors were very suspicious her. Blessed Claude 
Colombiere, S.J., believed her very saintly 
person and helped her the limited extent that 
could, until his death 1682. was not until about 
1685 when she became Novice Mistress that Sister Mar- 
garet Mary was accorded any degree respect her 
convent. Worn out her penances and self-denial, 
she died October 17, 1690. Canonized the 
Church, ecclesiastical decision has been made rela- 
tive the visions she related. One under obliga- 
tion accept them factual, because Dom 
lumba Cary-Elwes, O.S.B., observes the Foreword, 
“The Church does not command believe the 
visions. The Church has also canonized this little 
nun—but that was for her virtues, not for her visions.” 


Already translated into Dutch, French, German and 
Italian, very likely that this novel will greatly in- 
crease the number those who will ask the intercession 
the former peasant girl Verosvres, now proclaimed 
saint. After having read this book, you will very 
probably decide that the honor sainthood was richly 


deserved. 
Paul Kiniery, 
Loyola University, 
Chicago, Illinois 


White, Antonia Beyond the Glass 
Regnery. 285p. $3.75. 

Beyond the Glass the fourth Antonia White’s 
novels and further study the Batchelors, parti- 
cular Clara, English converts Catholicism. 
recent publications have lowered your estimate the 
novel, reading this polished work fiction should 
wonders revive it. Not only this example 
highly developed creative skill, but 
for its clarity presenting the phenomena girl 
profound state shock and losing her grip reality 
terms compatible with lay experience. The author 
has already received praise from competent judges and 
placed the first line with other able contemporary 
writers fiction. 


thoroughly appreciate Clara’s position, two things 
are necessary: strong sense empathy and Catholic 
point view. Otherwise, the fate such novel 
might equal that Greene’s The Living Room which 
had early Broadway death because its audience 
failed realize the play’s spiritual significance. 
Beyond the Glass the effect prayer and the role 
grace upon soul struggling between the demands 
the world and the spirit are essentially present and 
suggested not means any pietistic formla 
pression but simply the sense they are operative 
Catholic life. 

The title implies that life Clara the eternal 
server, separated from its joys barrier illusive 
pane glass, yet emphatic the reflection 
Her awareness this reiterated throughout 
the story. She the daughter Claude Batchelor, 
kind but sternly disciplined convert the Church, and 
Isabel his wife, who accepts its teachings with less en- 
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thusiasm. affinities are with Claude and her 
faith ingrained. marriage Archie Hughes- 
Follett has fizzled out; indeed, never existed and, 
mutual consent, the case put line for annulment 
through the eccelsiastical and civil courts. The whole 
experience has left Clara apathetic state de- 
pression and her parental roof adds her 
mental confusion. There pitiable attempt pick 
the threads her old life before the vista new 
one suddenly bursts upon her. 
Her mysterious introduction Richard Crayshaw 
third dimension thought before physical recognition 
takes place unites two beings seemingly predestined 
meet. Clara’s intense sensitivity matched Rich- 
ard’s and “the game” begins which some shared 
form mental bi-location telepathy they live 
realm their own always present each other. This 
going “all nothing” affair and Richard 
knows it. does Clara. But she emotionally un- 
prepared elapse into this new phase existence and 
Two factors present themselves: the problem Clara’s 
marriage and Kathleen, Irish girl who hopes 
marry Richard. But now Kathleen fades the mists. 
Her new happiness finding Richard strains Clara 
the breaking point and, mastered events and 
psychological forces too overwhelming surmount, 
she loses her grip and the tragedy her existence re- 
sumes. From then the story follows her beyond the 
glass normal life Nazareth, mental hospital, 
where she struggles cling the least gust reality 
that might occasionally emerge from the darkness 
her mind. And this where prayer enters in. She 
went down muttering the refrains the rosary and 
the litany and returns after witnessing 
mental imagery Kathleen’s pilgrimage Lourdes 
her behalf and joining her recitation the beads. 
Her recovery unexpected and puzzling 
officials, but definite. The test her faith and proot 
the validity her cure are climaxed the end 
when she learns its price, the sacrifice Richard 
Kathleen and able accept it. 
Professional and lay attitudes toward the mentally ill 
are touched upon show how rare the understand- 
ing their plight needs. The idea that the unbal- 
anced are more acutely aware the world reality 
and responsive the treatment accorded them than 
supposed repeatedly suggested. This book for 
adults. 

Rosemary McCormick, 

Toronto, Canada 


Wilder, Robert The Wine Youth 
Putnam. June 10,1955. 377p. $3.95. 


Somewhere back about the time this novel was pub- 
lished, the review copy mailed out the destined re- 
viewer disappeared the mails was purloined, 
Just came rest and sank out sight; else similar 
ignoble fate caught the review its way our office. 
the supposition that better late than 
never be, the following brief summary this tenth 
novel author Wilder submitted not only keep 
the records straight, but also because seems worthy 
notice. 
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Francis Costello and Luis Carvajal Mendoza between 
them were well the way taking over the running 
the town Vega Texas when Francis Costello 
was shot down one night outside his own house. 
surviving and vowing revenge the unknown killer, 
brought Costello’s son, Kevin, back from law studies 
New York take his father’s place building 
the Costello construction enterprises and the Costello 
political machine which, with 
Americans, had taken control away from old Carlyle 
Fitzgerald. When Costello’s murderer was found, Luis 
made the mistake bidding too much bring him 
from Mexico back Vega and was himself murdered. 
Kevin, left alone and depending, not unwisely John 
O’Hanlon run the business, not all wisely Luis’ 
venal cousin Alberto handle the politics, allowed 
structure build around him which crashes about his 
ears and shocks him back sense responsibility. 
The period the novel mostly from the Prohibition 
days the ’20s to, roughly, the present. 

Both Luis and Francis Xavier Costello are well-drawn 
and sympathetically portrayed men fundamental 
decencies and honesty, excepting some moral blind 
spots Luis’ instance. Kevin, the central character 
the book is, likewise, carefully and authoritatively 
drawn; the author careful insist that this lad has 
lest his religious faith somewhere between his fumbling 
sexual experiments Vega high school days and his 
year two Columbia University, because, 
comes realize the end, that religious faith would 
have prevented his shirking his responsibilities, 
has. Kevin continues his promiscuity until marries 
Moana Chrystie, disillusioned divorcee, and later 
unfaithful Moana frankly sensual affair with 
model Shannon Lothrop. The moral awakening 
teen-age tart named Vivian, who marries Luis and re- 
mains gratefully faithful him, another good thing 
this novel. Others are the skillfully convincing de- 
scription Luis’ organization the Mex-americans 
into political entity, the corruption begun Luis and 
cunningly pursued Alberto, the manner which 
the whole thing broken up, even the development 
the Costello empire construction. Unfortunately, 
because the lurid realism some the sexual en- 
counters, this otherwise exceptionally good novel must 
reserved the mature adult reader. 


Reilly, Helen Compartment 
Random House. Oct. 21, 1955. 239p. $2.75. 

Mrs. Reilly one the more dependable detective 
fiction writers, with knack for character portrayal 
well for ingenuity plot line. this, one 
group, route Amethyst Lake the invitation 
widowed Elizabeth Questing whom they are all 
related, murdered his compartment during 
thunderstorm. His murder ties with inexpli- 
cable murder woman earlier the New York 
street near Mrs. Questing’s home there. Rose O’Hara, 
cousin Elizabeth, has another problem trying 
protect Daniel Font, who had jilted her for Candy 
Pilgrim, even risk losing Nils Gantry whom 
she loves. Practiced clue-hunters may guess the guilty 
one early the tale; but will not quite sure 
until Mrs. Reilly permits. Verdict: Better than most 
without rough stuff. 
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MYSTERY AND DETECTION 


Wade, Henry Dying Fall 
Macmillan. Oct. 241p. $2.75. 

This the most intriguing and satisfying mystery 
the year. Wade superb keeping you baffled until 
the very last line. repeat, the very last line. And 
deserves commendation for the novel twist the 
detection: two police Constable Net- 
terley and CID Superintendent Hant—have completely 
opposite opinions the solution the accidental (?) 
deaths Kate Rathlyn and her secretary Isabel Wey. 
Charles Rathlyn, impecunious horse fancier “pur- 
chased” Kate, the most logical suspect. But then 
there are juggled expense accounts, blackmail and other 
scandalous behavior which helps slant the finger 
suspicion other directions. But the evidence 
damningly conclusive against Rathlyn. What makes 
this splendid achievement the skill old pro, 


Wade. 


John Coppinger, 
Rye, New York 
Van der Post, Laurens The Eye Africa 
Morrow. Oct. 18, 1955. 224p. $3.00. 


African unrest, according Laurens Van der Post, 
distinguished Afrikaner writer, can not explained 
terms economics, politics, even history, for all 
these fail consider the fundamental questions 
stake. questions for him are “mythological”; 
they provoke answers terms man’s basic beliefs, 
values, attitudes. Van der Post, Africa’s basic 
problem lies the breakdown religious machinery 
which longer maintains man’s natural sense reli- 
gion and his quest for answer the “riddle life 
through the quality and temper his being.” (p. 19) 
This religious breakdown has occurred both among 
native Africans and among European settlers, especially 
the Union South Africa. 


Van der Post possesses almost Rousseauistic adulta- 
tion for the primitive African’s natural religious sense. 
feels that the impact Christianity upon the 
superficial because Christians not prac- 
tice, not set example what they preach. The 
Mau terror and ritual murders Basutoland and 
cther areas represent throwbacks ancient primitive 
religions which provide justification for the terrorist 
his drive oust the white man. The African pos- 
sesses natural “instinct for faith and preparedness 
follow and truly led,” the author asserts, but 
fruitful this requires true Christianity which can 
practiced twenty-four hours day, seven days week, 
rather than what the European Christian offers him: 
limited liability Christianity which little more 
than modern social convenience and more convenient 
the white man than the black.” (p. 101) 
anity Africa has lost the “master passion the 
spirit which once drove through Christian man”; has 
become merely justifying intellect the white Euro- 
pean, “an agile and adroit monkey that obliges with 
good reasons for doing bad things” (ibid.), quality 
especially visible the Boer church’s continual attempt 
justify such pernicious practices apartheid and 
virtual slavery terms the Bible. 


Wade Van der Post 


Best 


“Do you call this Christianity holding out honourable 
alternative the African? you wonder that the African 
finds impossible have much hope for that 
sort faith? For the African his archaic way can experi- 
ence the blast the ancient spirit man the full. 
filled with that overflows from him even into the 
inanimate objects around him. dominated that 
incapable giving the physical world its own 
and pays heavily for his failure. never dreams denying 
his instinctual soul and there are plenty illustrations for 
this African history.” (p. 102) 

Africa’s unrest, the part the African would thus 

seem rooted this expression his “instinctual 


soul.” 


But the European’s mythology theology also 
itself blame. And here again return the 
Afrikaner version Christianity which, for Van der 
Post, found the myth the “perilous journey.” 
This mythological pattern has its origins the Old 
Testament’s myth the God-chosen people, blended 
with the pagan German myth superior race, and 
forged upon the anvil the Faustian struggle for man’s 
soul. The perilous journey God’s elect found its 
historical setting, course, the Great Trek which 
still the focal point Boer self-appraisal. The Boer’s 
God still the harsh god the Old Testament, the 
God vengeance who will preserve his people the 
wilderness. The New Testament’s God love has 
not yet been born among them; however, the author 
remarks one point: 
“When these people first came Africa three hundred years 
ago they were approaching the New Testament transformation 
their myth. Yet the God that worshipped today has 
declined stature and become exacting tribal god, 
touchy racial spirit, the terrible and infinitely jealous Jehovah 
Afrikaner people; and when the gods decline nations 
wither; when they die civilizations die with them.” (p. 167) 
would seem, terms Van der Post’s analysis, that 
today’s unrest would represent the death pangs the 
contemporary white-supremacy civilization the Union 
and much Central and East Africa. 


But that civilization really One may wonder 
about the pragmatic validity analyses the 
temporary world such mythological and theological 
terms. The visions Toynbee and Kierkegaard pro- 
vide some comparison with those Van der Post, 
least terms the Jevels upon which they approach 
reality. Yet cur workaday world, even that explo- 
sive Africa, keeps moving along. Day-to-day, year-to- 
year, adjustments are made, sometimes peaceably and 
unnoticed, often with violence and notoriety. Van der 
Post offers real solution the problem unrest 
the level which poses the problem. Are 
allow the African recover his natural religious 
nature expressed his primitive the 
author does not want that. But the same token 
can not reform the Afrikaner, only understand him. 
Near the end the book Van der Post ruefully remarks: 
“Unfortunately one the worst effects our excessive 
Protestant development has been our growing intolerance 
one another’s sins and therefore our increasing 
hension the meaning sin. The European Africa can- 
not punished hated into being better person. you 
could endeavour understand this painful segment un- 
realized time their spirit and try prevent yourselves 
from taking sides the battle that rages Africa, urging 
only that its solution shall come out all the peoples, races, 
and colours Africa and not out any section them, 
then you would help great deal.” (p. 207) 
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Time constitutes key concept underlying this book, 
but extremely difficult determine exactly what 
the author means it. rejects the traditional 
Western concept time measurement something 
going outside itself which answers the question 
“when,” favor viewing time having “content 
and nature, specific meaning its own,” expressed 
terms “what” and “how” and “way eternity.” 
The relation this extended concept the real world 
obscure: 
incorporated somewhere the inner pattern mis- 
understood time there exists blueprint from the master 
architect life itself, chart the ultimate design being 
which ceaselessly communicates our own unique share 
time’s fashioning according the way our lives have 
take shape.” (p. 137) 
one point the content this “blueprint” specified 
the point where Van der Post seems identify 
with the elements coincidence and chance history. 
states that “these coincidences unrest are not 
idle, but the contrary fundamental element the 
workings the undiscovered laws our time. 
that extent the problem which have spoken 
unrest time.” (p. 90) This “unrest time” further 
manifests itself man’s attempts rush time, force 
impossibly quick solutions, decree today what can 
only born tomorrow.” (p. 91) The most striking 
example this phenomenon lies South African at- 
tempts decree today the shape society for cen- 
turies come. 
“They are trying legislate what role the black man shall 
play their society that ‘uncontaminated’ white society 
shall continue existence for the next thousand years 
more. They are taking themselves improper and im- 
possible role that belongs only time. they left also 
time, certain that long before thousand years the 
causes that today make black skins repugnant them will 
have vanished. But they not understand trust time, 
and going against they are, certain, precipitationg 
the disaster they want avoid.” (pp. 91-92) 
The Dark Eye Africa many respects one the 
penetrating books exploring the chaos and an- 
tagonisms underlying life that benighted continent. 
The author’s poetic style expresses his depth feeling 
the policies his fellow Afrikaners and their 
tragic impact upon the African. Yet extremely 
follow his argument and analysis for lacks 
overall coherent expression. The form the author 
has chosen for this book largely blame for this 
weakness. Some fifty pages represent lecture Euro- 
pean phychological audiences, while the remainder 
transcript questions put Van der Post and his 
answers them. Such form mitigate the 
task the reader interested the author’s total 
analysis African unrest. 


From the substantive viewpoint seems incomprehen- 
sible this reviewer that Africa’s unrest should 
treated solely terms antagonism 
and fail mention the role the million Asians 
who have mythology their own, but which for- 
tunately submerged their mundane commercial ac- 
tivities. more important defect The Dark Eye 
Africa lies its somewhat fatalistic viewpoint. Van 
der Post’s expressions hope seem completely over- 
shadowed his reverence for African natural primi- 
tiveness and his despair outside help assist the 


Afrikaner realize that the New Testament’s God 
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love has arrived. This bock basically religious and 
theological explanation social and political phe- 
nomena. The author identifies himself with Chris- 
tianity but puts his emphasis upon the “works” end 
the Reformation dichotomy “faith versus works.” 
This reviewer received the impression that the inner 
truth Christianity inconsequential Van der Post, 
that what matters the role Christianity can play 
the pragmatic order securing multi-racial harmony. 
This impression may not have been intended the 
author, but this reviewer received nonetheless. Per- 
haps, the ultimate fault lies the organization the 
book. The question-answer approach depends upon 
the ability the original audience ferret out points 
like this and induce the author develop them. 


Edward O’Connor, 


St. Louis, Missouri 


Hofstadter, Richard The Age Reform 
Knopf. 328p. $4.50. 


Three political movements which the course 
years did quite plastic surgery job the face 
America—Populism, Progressivism, and the New Deal 
—are given fresh look Mr. Hofstadter, able 
young Columbia history professor who will remem- 
bered for his American Political Tradition (1948). 
This history from the relatively new viewpoint 
behavior science, history ideas and how they are 
affected tradition, economics, race, and social con- 
ditions. 


Mr. Hofstadter foregoes the details give the broader 
picture. The result searching yet friendly criticism 
Populism and Progressivism—the first time this has 
been done outside the heady atmosphere the FDR 
era, when all previous reformers were supplied with 
well-polished haloes. The followers Bryan and 
Theodore Roosevelt are portrayed here not only the 
forerunners social democracy but also surprisingly 
the nativistic arch-conservatism the south and 
midwest. 

The who somewhat unwittingly started the 
operation which would eventually rescue disease- 
ridden American capitalism, are best remembered for 
their concrete programs reform, which remained 
for the Progressives put into law. But their general 
thinking, the author points out, was more vulnerable, 
and contained many elements that are today associ- 
ated with the extreme political right. 


There were the ideas that the “golden age” was the 
past, not the future; that the evil effects history were 
brought about that Jews and intel- 
lectuals and Anglophiles were behind the trouble; and 
that strangers, whether from the city foreign 
nation, were feared. Then there was that queer 
combination militarism and near-pacifism—evident 
today concurrent Asian saber-rattling and neo-isola- 
tionism—and the nativism that was express itself 
immigration laws and the Kiux Klan. 


While Populism was agrarian revolt against the en- 
croachments industrialism both economic and moral, 
Progressivism was “status revolution” intellectuals, 
professionals, and men old wealth who found them- 
selves displaced the new millionaires. These men 
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Bridge Wallace Williams The New Yorker Album 


Best SELLERs 


Preston Gilson 


succeeded getting power uniting the farmers and 
the urban discontents, and proceeded from severe 
Protestant absolutes cure both public and private 
immorality. The somewhat disillusioning results, 
addition the genuine reforms, included Prohibition 
and war save the world for democracy. 


most valuable, brief, concluding chapter devoted 
the New Deal. Mr. Hofstadter sidesteps the argu- 
ment raging among historians whether there really 
was “FDR Revolution” simply noting the New 
Deal’s roots the earlier reform revolutions and then 
pointing out very radical difference: the switch from 
attempts break big business monopoly effort 
live with big business under conditions that will 
allow individual security. There also the difference 
method: playing ear instead principle, 
pragmatism place moral absolutes. 


gentleman brimming with new insights, Mr. Hof- 
stadter has written book like good college lecture 
course, scholarly yet exciting. not really fact 
but thesis, convincing thesis. our current 
mood largely conservative, time reappraise the 
radicals who, with their faults, conserved our heri- 


tage. 
James Arnold, 
Sacramento, California 
Bridge, Ann Family Two Worlds 
Macmillan. Oct. 18,1955. $4.50. 


While Miss Bridge’s present work called Portrait 
her Mother,” actually much more than that. 
The earlier sections the book deal with the New 
England and New Orleans background the Day 
family before and during the Civil War, with brief 
excursions into the still more distant past. 


Later, after Marie Day’s marriage the Englishman 
James Sanders, the story becomes that Miss Bridge’s 
immediate family England. Intelligent recollection 
and appraisal make for fine overall survey turn-of- 
the-century World War conditions. 


There much variety this family history, encom- 
passing, does, mixed social and geographical 
background. The author writes with fine sense 
style and with great deal perception, not 
“profundity.” This serious, but not sober, re-creation 
family excellent antidote the false froth 
many trivial productions recent years. Family 
Two Worlds may not important book; but 
worth the attention intelligent adults. 


Doris Maguire, 
Silver Spring, Maryland 


Wallace, Irving The Fabulous Originals 
Knopf. 316p. $3.95. 

Few people are aware the extent which some 
the greatest our novelists depended upon living per- 
sons the prototypes their heroes 
Irving Wallace one the exceptions. 

magazine writer and occasional Hollywood scenarist, 


author Wallace has made rather thorough study 
The Anatomy Inspiration, and his first book, 


combination literary sleuthing and retrospective 
portage, recalls some the fascinating exploits 
the men and women whose lives have provided the 
spiration for memorable fictional characterizations. 


Among the Fabulous Originals are: Alexander Selkirk, 
the real Robinson Crusoe; Marie Duplessis, alias Mar- 
guerite Gautier whom Alexandre Dumas-fils immor- 
talized Camille; Deacon Brodie, the real Doctor 
Jeykll and Mr. Hyde; Delphine Delamare, Flaubert’s 
Madame Bovary; Dr. Joseph Bell whose amazing feats 
observation and deduction have become synonymous 
with the master detective Sherlock Holmes—these are 
only few the models Wallace considers critique 
which takes Sir Walter Scott’s Ivanhoe and cites 
works recent Dreiser’s American Tragedy. 


This Borzoi Book and, like most Knopf titles, sub- 
stantial work that will readily find place school and 
public libraries. will welcome addition the 
private bookshelf anyone seriously interested the 
art writing. 


Arthur North, 
New York Daily News, 
New York, York 
Williams, Geoftrey Searle, Ronald 
How Topp 


Vanguard. Sept. 15,1955. 105p. $2.50. 


Nigel Molesworth, the villain St. Custard’s, and the 
hero (?) the author’s earlier Down with Skool 
back with thud. Nigel seems the British coun- 
terpart Peck’s bad boy with overtones Dennis the 
Menace and Tom Sawyer thrown for good measure. 
But, his notes how succeed amply demon- 
strate, could give these characters cards and spades 
and outdo them without undue exertion. Suffice 
say that Molesworth, almost handbook form and 
with numerous illustrations, covers the various facets 
life (we hope) imaginary English public school 
his own orthographically eccentric fashion and thus 
produces entertaining little book for those who care 
wade through the semi-phonetic spelling and the 
technical slang involved. Occasionally witty, frequent- 
zany comments games, relatives, grown-ups, 
Christmas, space and the underworld are interspersed 
among the main chapters “How Succeed 
New Bug,” “Akquire Culture and Keep the Brane 
Clean,” “How Topp English,” “How 
Topp French,” and “How Topp all Sub 
jekts.” The book suitable for adult readers. 


The New Yorker 1950-1955 Album 
Harper. Oct. 1955. Unpaged. $5.00. 


Preston, Charles 
Dutton. Oct. 94p. $2.95. 
Gibson, Bolte and Henry Beck 
Clerical Errors 
Gilbert Press (Messner). Oct. 92p. $1.95. 
Long subscriber The New Yorker, are, perhaps, 
partial the temper and the humors its editors and 
consider their cartoons about the best the bag from 
week week. also admire the same editors’ 
choice cover paintings. So, come 
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side being rapturous about the album prepared from 
material that has already appeared somewhere through 
the two hundred and sixty issues the past five years, 
please pardon our prejudice. What makes this album 
not only attractive browsing book, but good bet 
for Christmas gift purchase, the quantity and quality 
the cartoons: half thousand, would guess with- 
out actually counting; and the inclusion about forty 
reproductions color the two-hundred and sixty 
cover drawings. Our only pickbone for the esteemed 
editors, for their admirably adequate book pub- 
lishers, (let them decide who’s the one meet 
dawn with his seconds), the failure number the 
pages. Our count, given above, may slightly inac- 
curate because our abacus was warped flood waters; 
but would have been handy have each page num- 
bered consecutively, bocks generally these days, 
could say, for instance, “That George Price thing 
page whatever-it-is, will fracture your funny bone; 
watch out for Otherwise, think this album 
just purple plum dandy: adult and funny—and 
handsome! 


Mr. Preston has selected some 150 cartoons which have 
appeared during the past year The Wall Street 
Journal, all them flicking the foibles the office 
drones and drovers who, spite clock-watching, 
water-cooler gossip spells, coffee breaks, commuters’ 
jitters, and the pressures “the system” manage 
the work necessary keep big and little business busi- 
They will particularly appreciated those 
who have live this urban sea; farmers are not likely 
find the humor more than slightly comprehensible. 
But for the harried coat-and-collar citizen, the collec- 
tion will fun, rueful times. Isn’t there always 
some melancholy comedy? 


Cleric Beck and Cartoonist Gibson have been colla- 
borating for lo! these seven years kidding customs, 
crises and congregations for the Church News, publica- 
tion the ((Episcopalian) Diocese New Jersey. 

eir jibes are good-tempered and gentle; but the situ- 
ations are often funny and common all churches. 
Our only complaint economic: the price seems pretty 
high for the package; maybe paperback edition would 
sell more less. 


Hitler 
Regnery. Oct. 


Dietrich, Otto 

Translated Richard and Clara Winston. 
17,1955. 277p. $3.95. 

Interesting and probably sincere memoirs Dr. Die- 
trich, who, thirty-four-year-old journalist, joined 
Herr Hitler 1931; and, from 1933 March 13, 
1945, was his intimate associate. author 
book With Hitler Power published 1933; and was 
Hitler’s would-be biographer and Reich press chief. 
such was considered friends and enemies alike 
the foremost and ingenious inventor Nazi 
his memoirs trying deny correct lies 
others. His account was written from 1946 1948, 
during his internment the British camp Falling- 
bostal. preferred not have published during 
his lifetime. Dr. Dietrich died year after his release 
from prison November, 1952. his “portrait 
Hitler” does not reveal much what not already 
known about the German Fiihrer. His denial Hitler 


Dietrich Gaddis 209 


follows the usual pattern almost all Nazi leaders: 
Hitler guilty everything. the internment camp, 
Dr. Dietrich suddenly discovered his love truth and 
urge reveal the truth. The reader has wonder, 
for instance, why only the last moment before 
resigned, (March, 1945), “revelation the bestialities 
the concentration camps home and Poland 
opened eyes” (p. 5), although these camps were 
existence since 1933 1939. Even Dr. Dietrich 
has not succeeded writting the biography Hitler, 
certainly succeeds picturing the frame mind 
men around him, their personal ambitions and hopes, 
which Hitler’s “stupendous achievements” pushed 
high, but, which his “demonic personality” finally led 
inglorious collapse. This explains the rage with 
which Dr. Dietrich turning against his former idol 
and chief. student German history presented 
this volume with the glory and abyss German 
supra-nationalism, which, during the last century 
evoked equally fanatical supra-nationalism all 
frightened nations around Germany and finally led 
the ruin Germany, the dismemberment Austria- 
Hungary, the consequent advance bolshevism and 
the present turmoil Europe and the world. this 
respect warning. Hitler’s attitude toward religion 
not presented well. The author agrees that “the 
Leader” was entirely lacking the slightest moral con- 
siderations and that “his strength was without blessing.” 
This is, perhaps, captivating; but, possibly, only fifth- 
rate source historical research. 


Antonin Kalina, 
Lakewood, Ohio 


Gaddis, Thomas The Birdman Alcatraz 
Random House. Sept. 12, 1955. 334p. $3.95. 

This one those “truth stranger than fiction” 
books, or, the book jacket puts it: “The fantastic 
true story the prisoner with the longest record 
solitary confinement the United States—who be- 
came leading authority birds.” 


Sentenced 1909 twelve year term for man- 
slaughter killing man who had brutally beaten 
dance-hall girl friend, Robert Stroud served three years 
the Federal prison McNeil Island. Because 
became troublesome prisoner, was shipped 
Leavenworth 1912 where remained for thirty 
years. Although had only third grade education, 
became avid reader and took extension courses 
astronomy and structural engineering. rather 
brutal guard appeared Leavenworth 1915, who 
had, according rumors, killed prisoner Atlanta. 


issued the Lib Universi 
Subscription price, $4.00; Single Copies, Cents; 


Canadian and Foreign, $4.50. Syndicate Subscription, 
$10.00, gives right reprinting classifications and 


separate reviews. Entered second class matter, 
April 16, 1943, the post office Scranton, Penn- 
sylvania, under the act March 1879. Copyright, 
1955, the University Scranton. Indexed the 
Catholic Periodical Index. 
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March, 1916, Stroud murdered this guard the 
dining room before 1100 prisoners. After three trials 
was sentenced death few days before the end 
World War appeals resulted Presi- 
dental commutation life imprisonment 1920. 
Since the murder the guard Stroud has been 
solitary and has remained there ever since. 


His rescue three sparrow fledglings 1920 marked 
the beginning his incredible work. Gradually 
began raising canaries. Six years later strange fever 
began wipe out his flock. frantic search for 
cure was fruitless. the authoritative books 
the subject contained remedy. His experiments led 
the discovery that there were three different kinds 
fever, for each which devised cure. This 
work resulted extensive correspondence with bird 
raisers and journals. 1931 had written detailed 
work bird diseases. This manuscript was smuggled 
out prison and published, although received 
royalties and could not sue for them because was 
convicted felon. submitted articles journals 
the subject bird diseases and attracted international 
attention his work. 


For ten years worked with only the simplest home- 
made instruments and without microscope. diag- 
nosed diseases simply examining diseases and 
dissection. His findings were verified again and again 
research veterinarians. The gift microscope 
1936 was great help his disease research. The 
climax his incredible work came 1939, when, out 
some odds and ends, constructed microtome 
accurate and delicate any that could obtained 
the time. 


Two petitions for parole were rejected during these 
years. Various prison reforms began curtail his 
work. 1942 was suddenly shipped Alcatraz. 
was allowed take nothing with him. After nine 
years attempts getting published, his Digest 
the Diseases Birds, the authoritative work the 
subject, was published 1943 and received world-wide 
recognition. now out print. 


With research canaries now forbidden him, 
turned intensive study law. This led his- 
tory penology the United States. When his two- 
volume work this subject was three-quarters finished, 
the prison authorities confiscated the manuscript. For 
the past four years has been studying French. 

Many striking aspects Stroud’s work and character 
must passed over this review. But for anyone 
interested fascinating story research, the 
vagaries penological theory and practice, this book 
will prove well worth reading. 


William Cavey, 


University Scranton 


Weeks, Edward The Open Heart 
Atlantic-Little, Brown. Oct. 25, 1955. 228p. $3.50. 


Out his experiences editor The Atlantic 
husband and father, and simply feel- 
ing, thinking human being, Edward Weeks has put 
together this series unassuming, warm and thought- 
ful essays. Some these papers are nostalgic frag- 


Best 


picnics, baseball games, adventures catboat; some 
are anecdotes famous personalities poet John 
Masefield and song-collector John Lomax and others 
not famous but equally admired such publisher 
Alfred some are pleasant considerations 
favoriate authors; others are 
family life, the joys fishing, and meditations the 
values live by. 


The effect these essays very mild and fleeting: 
none especially profound exciting. Yet the 
reading they are diverting, often perceptive, and here 
and there quite moving. Perhaps because only 
once twice that Mr. Weeks reveals deep feelings, 
the essays where does are particularly affecting, 


The title Open modest 


act faith human fellowship and goodness, spoken 
with unashamed feeling but without sentimentality. 


the familiar essay largely matter personality, 
Mr. Weeks’ volume, and the personality charts 
for surely attractive one—untroubled, warm, 
modest, soundly balanced. Mr. Weeks knows and 
loves the form works in, never dull, and 
manages maintain essay, intimate, natural tone. 
writes plain style—clean, direct, and yet grace- 
ful—which the perfect expression his character. 


The Open Heart will not best seller, but was 
not designed be. its unpretentious way 
nishes couple hours literate diversion and 
gentle satisfaction. there are readers who ask 
more than this, The Open Heart will please them. 


Horchler, 
St. Peter’s College, 
Jersey City, New Jersey 


Gogarty, Oliver St. John 
Start from Somewhere Else; Exposition 
Wit and Humor Polite and Perilous 
Doubleday. Sept. 22, 1955. 189p. $2.95. 


This light-hearted conglomeration thoughts wit 
and what makes witty, anecdotes and memories 
concerning individuals current and past, obscure and 
famous arranged (like the photographs Time 
Magazine) under series subject headings designed 
pique well inform us: “Mahaffy and the 
fessor; Oscar Wilde” one; another, more piquant 
less informative, “Half Owre, Half Owre Frae Aber- 
dour.” this fashion the author has placed random 
access storage (as the technicians phrase 
the anecdotal gleanings lifetime. 


will news Gogarty readers that sections 
the book are doubtful taste, that the really witty 
parts are separated sometimes yawning valleys 
dullness, and that appreciate all the allusions one 
should arrange have been born Dublin some 
sixty years ago. the other hand, may news 
those unacquainted with Gogarty know that from 
such unpromising ore may obtained some pure gold: 
sheaf excellent stories (some them bit 
dalous); personal recollections Joyce, Yeats, “AE” 
and the rest; the first printing Yeats poem; some 
good conservative criticism modern poetry; and 
generous gathering illustrative poetry along the way- 
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truism that some books stand themselves 
whereas others are enhanced knowledge the 
life and idiosyncracies the particular author. Belloc 
such writer, Morton’s recent memoir abun- 
dantly proves; another such Gogarty. The innocent 
reader Start from Somewhere Else who may, after 
the first few pages, ternpted just that, should 
see the ebullience these pages the transcription 
ebullient man who, when young, took 
motorcycle racing and when older switched 
aviation and holds pilot’s license; who loves tavern 
life and yet disciplined himself become 
noted surgeon; who author his own right 
well being the original “Buck Mulligan” Joyce’s 
Ulysses; who Catholic and from 1922 1936 
served Senator the Irish Free State, without 
diminishing the least Rabelaisian zest for life— 
short, man moods and violent contrasts” 
“AE” wrote him. 

Such the man, and such are his books. Readers 
either take indignantly reject both. The present 
reviewer takes them—cum salis. 


Phillips Temple, Librarian, 
Page Communications Engineers, Inc. 


Washington, 
Gutwirth, Samuel W., M.D. 


How Free Yourself from Nervous Tension 
Regnery. 180p. $3.95. 
The title this short but complete work plainly tells 
you its purpose. the reader’s job follow the 
steps “progressive relaxation” outlined detailed 
specific directions, step step, each step with appro- 
priate explanatory cartoon. you need guide see 
you through this phenobarbital it. 


One would hardly question the value relaxation and 
its need these days hypertension, but the monistic 
mind and body wherein relaxation 
one relaxes the other questionable. This especially 
true where the use controlled imagery and relaxation 
speech apparatus recommended for mental tension 
reduction. Progressive relaxation not the answer 
emotional tension resulting from deep-seated conflict 
and guilt. 


The validity the recommended method relaxation 
can only determined for any one person through 
use. omission the need informing 
the reader how acquire the time and persistence 
complete the twenty odd exercises daily. 


Lennon, 


University Scranton 


Cameron, James Mandarin Red 


Rinehart. Sept. 27, 1955. 334p. $3.50. 

Mandarin Red attempt the part Mr. Cam- 
push open the door New China for 
but startlingly disappointing account his 
Guided Tour” through Red interestingly 
Written and even times humorously so; but always 
the note half-truths detected mars its validity. 

The soldiers, businessmen and missionaries whose un- 
fortunate experience was know Red China first 
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hand, will find this book very disappointing and de- 
finitely not true picture Communist China. 
unprecedented opportunity was granted one seeking 
news and truth; but sad relate that opportunity has 
not been used full advantage. 


Mr. Cameron saw and reported just what and only 
what the Government wished him see and report. 
proof this one need only read the chapter 
devoted his visit Chinese prison. Other Ameri- 
cans who have actually lived rather existed these 
hells have made quite familiar with the true picture. 


The author reports that spent years seeking permis- 
sion for this visit China; had been content 
spend his time only the Hong Kong side the door 
Red China and had used his eyes and ears good 
reporter should, could have written more factual 
report and painted more convincing picture Com- 
munist China exists. 

Mr. Mao Tze Tung will certainly have objection 
the circulation this book throughout the free and the 


communist world. 
John Elwood, M.M., Rector, 
Maryknoll Junior Seminary, 
Clarks Summit, Pennsylvania 


Keller, Helen Teacher: Anne Sullivan Macy 
Doubleday. Oct. 13,1955. 247p. $3.50. 


Etienne Gilson McAuley lecture “The Eminence 
Teaching,” delivered St. Joseph’s College West 
Hartford, Connecticut, developed several texts from 
Aquinas’ work “On Truth.” For Aquinas the ultimate 
end pedagegy should teach students learn 
themselves because, fact, there nothing else 
can teach. Certainly this was the wise methodolgy 
Anne Sullivan Macy teaching her famous pupil, 
Helen Keller, and this the meaning the inspiring 
and almost rhapsodic memoir their years in- 
timate friendship. once most revealing story 
love between these two remarkable women and 
disclosure for all the real nature such love. Pascal 
calls love “connaissance coeur.” cognitive act 
fundamentally which grasp the very essence 
another person. This love and friendship years 
between two very extraordinary women are striking 
confirmation what may appear some bold prin- 
ciple any theory knowledge. 

Helen Keller now her middle seventies and twenty 
years have elapsed since the death her teacher but 
her memory, trained this competent 
lady, can recall the most touching details. She was 
taught how handle everything canary, 
kitten’s fur, rose its stem with chain dew 
drops hanging from its leaves, her year-old sister the 
swing.” There were much pain and suffering for both 
teacher and student, “the foster-child her mind.” 
Anne Sullivan Macy was born squalid poverty 
Irish immigrants, bereft her mother eight, and 
abandoned her father ten. Anne, herself partially 
blind, and her brother, Jimmie, helplessly lame with 
tubercular hip, were sent the almshouse Tewks- 
bury Massachusetts. Later the Perkins Institute for 
the blind efforts were made have two operations per- 
formed her eyes and while still red-eyed from third 
operation and crying with homesickness Anne arrived 
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Helen Keller’s home 1887 teach someone with 
whom she had much common. Captain Keller, 
Helen’s father, extended the offer Anne help his 
daughter who had been born normal but months 
age had been stricken with illness (still undiag- 
nosed) which left her deaf and blind. Helen has al- 
ways cherished that day, March 1887, her soul’s 
birthday. 


Miss Keller writes with charming simplicity, with per- 
ception and narrative skill that reveals the exuberance 
and enthusiasm for life that were communicated 
this vital teacher. communicated herself 
much she communicated Helen the reality out- 
side herself. The voids both their souls began 
filled with interests and loves external beauty and 
the awakening assurance real friendship and affec- 
tion. Anne bestowed her own animation and vitality 
upon Helen showing her how laugh and play for 
the first time since she became deaf. She guided Helen 
through the motions tumbling, 
jumping, hopping, skipping and forth,” and then put 
the child’s hand her bright face spelling “laugh” 
while tickling her into burst mirth that gladdened 
the hearts the family. Helen soon was “splashing 
radiant joy,” and “the overflowing, bursting gladness, 
the exultation beyond utterance, the animation new 
discoveries wrapped her like light.” 


The spirit and zest for living, the graphic and imagina- 
tive descriptions objects that came into Helen’s own 
world for the first time, the magnetism the person- 
ality the teacher—all these are communicated 
vividly Miss Keller. young child Helen refers 
herself little being governed only 
animal impulses and not those docile beast.” 
one occasion the Phantom objected assign- 
ment from Teacher and the course the argument 
Phantom’s fist flew like lightning and dislodged two 
Anne’s teeth! Miss Macy taught Helen love 
poetry, autonomy questions religion, inspired 
her perceive beauty and symmetry where before 
there was nothing. Helen’s descriptions are almost 
lyrical and ecstatic with praise her teacher for in- 
stilling her admiration and awe for the wonders 
outside her blind eyes. Confidence and courage passed 
from Anne Helen for whom Teacher became 
“sacred fire—not consuming but warming, cherishing 
and enlightening.” 


The introduction written Nella Braddy Henney, 
intimate friend years. Mrs. Henney remarks 
that Helen had this book her heart and that “she 
had tear out.” only desire convey 
the reader “some gleams from the opal fires the 
nature woman with heart for glorious living and 
eye for the beauty beyond dream.” She will suc- 
ceed with thousands readers admirably. 


Thomas Wassmer, 
Moyne College, 
Syracuse, New York 


Willis, William The Gods Were Kind 
Dutton. Oct. 252p. $4.00. 


you can overlook the almost idolatrous and the elo- 
quent respect which William Willis has for nature, 


Willis Ace Perelman 
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then this chronicle 115 days afloat balsa raft 
can prove interesting and exciting. Despite his 
trophic rhetoric, presents compelling narrative 
one man’s battle against the sea and the wind and 
the other elements which menaced his voyage. 
takes his reader from Gallac, Peru, Pago Pago, Samoa 
distance 6700 miles across the wide Pacific— 
own design. 


The immediacy his problems and his perils well 
defined, holds his course through interminable 
days. Something his physical and mental stress 
also conveyed. The rare ailment which assailed him, 
the occasion when fell overboard and raced against 
greedy shark haul himself safety, the discovery 
that had lost most his drinking water are some 
the more memorable events the voyage. The 
ennui and the doubt which also beset him are not 
ignored. Finally the thrill which elated him when 
sighted land—having surpassed the Kon Tiki Expedi- 
tion time and distance—climax his spectacular 


But there certain irritating quality about the whole 
story (though the man reveals scant, yet adventurous, 
episodes his past life), for William Willis emerges 
fanatic—utterly confident his communion with 
nature, with consciousness whatsoever any power 
beyond the realm nature. other words, 
egocentric revelation that depressing rather than 


ennobling. 
Brendan Larnen, O.P., 
Providence College, 
Providence Rhode Island 
Ace, Goodman The Book Little Knowledge 


Simon Schuster. Oct. 183p. $2.95. 


Mr. Ace, readers The Saturday Review will affirm 
and not deny, has many sane and sound things say 
from week week about television these United 
States, particularly apropos the programs prepared 
for and purveyed thereby. But whether cull his 
more durable observations during the past five years are 
presently pertinent merit reprinting point 
which one may well moot. His most immemorial year 
appears have been 1952, with 1953 close second, 
since the fifty short essays are from those 
(12 and 11, respectively); the others run: from 
from and from Mr. Ace not against 
TV; just against stupidity and cupidity TV; 
seems think that the advertising overdone, 
too much ratio “entertainment”; but too 
much too frenetic and too outright mendacious. 
Lots wish Mr. Ace’s good sense would beheeded 
the barons the business. Come think it, this 
book worth having libraries schools and 
leges handy antidote administer doses 
those suffering with dithers. 


Perelman, Perelman’s Home Companion 
Simon Schuster. Oct. 31, 1955. 239p. $3.50. 

you have other Perelman books about the house, 
you could worse with your money than running 
down the nearest bookstore for copy this one 
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before it, too, gets “out print.” Mr. Perelman one 
the pleasantest satirists cocking eye the cock- 
eyed world about him these days. seems times 
arrow would probably effective deflating 
blimp bringing bore earth, his broadsides are 
devastatingly lethal and explode into guffaws. Mr. 
Perelman’s wit capable being both subtle and slap- 
stick; not above drubbing the dust out foolish- 
ness whenever finds it. And refreshing 
know that there are still some survivors from the age 
horse-sense. Let him read advertisement that 
pants hotly the magic the “forbidden” perfume, and 
Mr. Perelman constructs brief drama built the 
logic the addled copy writer. Let him get 
hold “How to” book, (e.g., “How Crash Tin-pan 
and there slugging away the advice 
the authors who, presumably, know how but 
care not to. There are exactly thirty-six pieces this 
box bon mots; taken few time they are very 
toothsome morsels; sustaining, too; even invigorating. 
Twenty-six appeared originally The New Yorker; 
seven The Saturday Evening Post. Most them 
had their second wind one t’other three pre- 
viously published Perelman colections, all published 
Random House. 


Parsons, Denys 
Nothing Brightens the Garden Like 
Primrose Pants 

Hanover House. Oct. 24,1955. 95p. $1.50. 


Amateurish slapdash writing can rival typographical 
errors producing the unintended double entendre 
and the witless and vice versa. The results 
either can, often enough, deliriously funny; and 
cften they can only mildly diverting. The repre- 
sentation here about evenly split: 50% dotty, especi- 
ally when illustrated Taylor’s drawings; 50% 
so-so. difficult say whether the collector male 
female: that first name Denys may misprint, 
too. But whatever, the collector has ranged widely 
enough through British, American, (including Cana- 
dian), Argentine New Zealand, South African news- 
papers and magazines and press despatches. have 
been collecting similar items ourself, and think there 
are some our collection better than any herein. Any 
bidders? 


Redlich, Bruckner and Mahler 
Farrar, Straus, Cudahy. Sept. $3.00. 


This the twenty-fifth volume “The Master Musi- 
cians” series under the general editorship Eric Blom, 
and the first the series bracket two composers to- 
gether one volume. However, Anton Bruckner and 
Gustav Mahler probably share the distinction being 
what current criticism labels the “last the Vienna 
leaving the late Richard Strauss the dubi- 
ous honor bridging the supposed gap between that 
and “the moderns.” 


Herr Doktor Redlich (University Frankfurt-am- 
Main) presents Bruckner’s biography and respect- 
ully competent critique his works 105 pages. 
ahler similarly well-treated 123 pages. The re- 
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maining pages are devoted appendices, follows: 
(A) Calendar, relating the lives the composers 
musicians contemporary with them; (B) Catalogue 
the works each the two; (C) listing per- 
sons (Personalia) who figured their lives; (D) 
selected Bibliography. these pages added 
Index. 

The stature both composers will probably not 
properly assessed long the voice “the moderns” 
rules the roost music criticism; and Dr. Redlich 
seems reluctant invite their wrath taking any 
determined stand their favor. Currently not 
fashionable caught expressing the conviction that 
either Bruckner Mahler better than second rate 
Brahmsian Wagnerian. This reviewer flouts fashion 
stoutly placing both the top brackets with Beeth- 
oven, Brahms, Mozart, Mussorgsky. Foils, anyone? 


Goldberg, Molly and Myra Waldo 
Molly Goldberg’s Cookbook 
Doubleday. Oct. 320p. $3.95. 


Yoo-hoo, Mrs. Lipshutz! coming Rosie home 
with smart idea from the school should write out 
all mine receipts for kreplach and knishes, strudeln 
and schnecken and such. And what you think, did 
with even ways make holishkes like made for 
Fridays send Mrs. O’Brien, you know, without the 
meat and fish. sorts borscht here written 
down easy for anyone she could make easy, 
only taking the time needs make man can 
eat with comfort. You want maybe paprika fish 
make? mine special way fixing gefiltefisch? 
piroshki apple auflauf, maybe? could challah 
make for mine family and friends. You ask them 
should you like it! Somethings lotsa people maybe 
never heard before, they should try them. enjoy 
Jewish eating who said you have 
body eats. they want eat good, they should 
sample Molly Goldberg’s receipts. 

Wonderfully tempting, and surprisingly economical 
many instances everything except time, this cook- 
book should boon jaded appetites, and inspira- 
tion gourmets. Wholesome, toothsome, and gemiit- 
lich. 


Shannon, David 
The Socialist Party America: History 
Macmillan. Oct. 320p. $4.50. 


always fascinating study the decline and fall 
civilizations, movements, and nations. The American 
Socialist Party offers exception this generalization. 
was movement which was foreign origin, yet 
reflected spirit indigenous our soil. While its 
Marxist ideology and doctrinaire squabbles mirrored 
the European tradition, its vigorous radicalism was dis- 
tinctly American. 

The Socialist Party lived for about fifty years the 
United States. was founded the turn the cen- 
tury. For all practical purposes, dead today. Its 
youth was vigorous, many men generous senti- 
ments rebelled against the ugly phases characterizing 
the capitalism their time. the advent the 
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First World War, there came series shocks which 
were ultimately prove fatal. 


The three major crises American socialism were its 
pacifist opposition the First World War; the split 
with the Communist sector (and other ideological splin- 
tering); and its unsuccessful effort match the appeal 
the New Deal. 


The pacifist stand made its patriotism suspect and left 
open the virulent repressive moves Attorney 
General Palmer. Schisms robbed some its more 
militant groups, especially the foreign-language federa- 
tions. The watered-down socialism which remained 
coud offer competition the New Deal and the 
purged and revivified capitalism the 1940’s and 

David Shannon, Associate Professor History 
Teachers College, Columbia University, tells this story 
with competence and adequate detail. shows 
intimate familiarity which enable him pass judgment 
controversial issues. offers good documentation 
for his views. 

General readers will find the book interesting 
torians will undoubtedly rate essential part 
their libraries. 


John Cronin, S.S., 
Washington, 
Morton, Hilaire Belloc 
Sheed Ward. Oct. 26,1955. 185p. $3.00. 


Why are set pairing people off? Wordsworth 
and Coleridge, Shelley and Keats, Tennyson and 
Browning, Ruskin and Carlyle—we could extend the 
list almost indefinitely. focuses our minds super- 
ficial resemblances and dissimilarities; gives school 
children chance write the inevitable “compare and 
contrast” essay; and obscures the profound indivi- 
duality each figure. talk about Chesterton and 
Belloc and the danger that, thinking both 
high-hearted champions Catholicism, may forget 
the vast differences between them. Both will belong 
history; fairly safe prophecy that centuries 
come will speak them not emplifications 
passing mode but mind-formers. the historian 
the future will vital able realize the in- 
dividualities the two men who are having such 
influence upon their age. Both them attack one 
the main disorders our time, Provincialism. Each 
them could take his motto the words Dr. Johnson, 
“Clear your minds cant. Don’t think foolishly.” 
But Chesterton’s mind was darting, dialectical; seeing 
the light his quite extraordinary common-sense 
the absurdities certain clichés and assumptions. 
Belloc writes more though had infused knowl- 
edge, that such was the explanation his power 
evoke the spirits place and time. But, surely, 
other man except Byron has been able recreate 
Europe for one with that curious sureness intuition 
that has nothing with guide-books and documents 
and that can only explained something racial. 


Mr. Morton’s memoir Belloc interesting, 
all such reminiscences must those who have 
fallen under writer’s spell; but scarcely gives the 
essential man. Continual allusions Belloc’s love 
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wine, the songs and his friends shouted 
evening together, his prodigious memory these 
things have their place biographical study; but 
there “something too much this,” there also 
the emphasis Belloc’s impatience and blunt speech, 
Granted these things are true, they can also 
gerated. There only one chapter which Mr. Mor- 
ton gives what calls “the other side the 
legend.” would not easy thing make vivid 
the French melancholy Belloc and the dogged 
Catholicism bereft spiritual consolation. Perhaps 
only Catholic born with the French racial strain could 
it. Mr. Morton only hints here. The memoir 
is, course, competently written and the subject 
fascinating; but the enigma Belloc ipse remains un- 
solved. 
Angela Cave, 
Manhattanville College, 
Purchase, New York 


Peale, Norman Vincent 

Inspiring Messages for Daily Living 
Prentice-Hall. Oct. 208p. $2.95. 
This varied collection brief, personalized com- 
ments Bible texts and short suggestions self- 
improvement. Worry, prayer, decisions, relaxation, 
gether with common-sense formluas what 
about them, are typical topics. page 
two given each. 
Most the advice helpful toward solution daily 
problems, especially emotional problems. attempt 
made present general view the spiritual life, 
nor even philosophy life; but some sort begin- 
ning made suggesting attitudes toward individual 


problems. 
Richard McSorley, 
University Scranton 


von Hildebrand, Dietrich with Jourdain, Alice 
True Morality and Its Counterfeits 


McKay. Sept. 1955. 179p. $3.00. 
Caponigri, Robert History and Liberty 
Regnery. Sept. 19, 1955. 248p. $4.00. 


Demal, Willibald Pastoral Psychology Practice 
Kenedy. Oct. 13, 1955. 249p. $4.00. 


Roberts, David 
The Grandeur and Misery Man 
Oxford. Nov. 10, 1955. 186p. $3.00. 


The author many penetrating and original studies 
Christian philosophy and morality, von Hildebrand, 
presents now, conjunction with former pupil 
his, the second volume trilogy dedicated 
critical yet almost prayerful analysis the depth 
the Christian moral life. The present volume 
critique modern ethical conception that finds its 
roots certain forms Existentialism being 
given expression some the works Mauriac, 
Graham Greene and Evelyn Waugh. 


The existentialist disaffection anything that savors 
essences natural laws manifests itself attack 
ethical formalism and pharisaism. Graham Greene 
and others have seen with poignant penetration that 
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God uses evil for man’s education. But portraying 
this they seem find the ordinary virtuous man 
dull, mediocre, not self-righteous. This new 
ethic, described situational, existential circum- 
stance-ethics, seems see the sinner, who regrets 
his sin but cannot muster strength reject it, person 
specially blessed God. The present book attacks 
this refined form moral relativism which reduces 
the notion moral goodness mere feelings 
this book the unique interpenetration 
obedience and love that composes the true Christian 
morality witnessed its inherent beauty. 


timely, thought-provoking book for all those strug- 
toward new synthesis morality age 
when the works men like Greene are stirring sym- 
pathetic response the distraught hearts sincere 
men. 
The author Time and Idea, the Theory History 
Giambattista Vico gives another important work 
the so-called philosophy history. History and Liberty 
isa study the historical writings Benedetto Croce. 
Its main purpose point the contribution 
Croce the growing insight into the creative freedom 
man history. This not new vision (one need 
think only Augustine, Vico, Hegel), but Croce’s 
value lies the clarity and force with which ex- 
presses this vision 20th Century terms. Croce chal- 
lenges the forces positivism which tended reduce 
man the level nature, enclosing him within the 
determined complex natural forces 
This made man alien moral struggle and cut him 
off from the consciousness his own character 
But the essence history lies not mere 
temporal succession but the transactions 
which inform that succession. Historiography, there- 
fore, according Croce, must consist the penetra- 
tion and comprehension this moral dynamism. 
The author present professor philosophy 
Notre Dame University. His recommended 
for the discriminating reader who interested his- 
tory the matrix objectivity. For, while philos- 
ophy history may not strictly possible, recogni- 
tion the sacred character time and grasp the 
trends and drifts history essential man. For, 
know that there process, then know how 
contribute the forces development and life. 
purpose time integrate the immanent order 
man with the transcendent. This book con- 
tribution understanding one aspect this. 
truism that God works person accord 
with the peculiar constitution that individual. And, 
Freud has taught anything, that there 
seething life all below the surface conscious- 
ness that intimately involved all do, even, and 
especially, our approach God. Pastoral Psychology 
Practice aims knowledge this area that may 
opened up, far lies, the healing and 
elevating work God’s life and For various 
this has been neglected study. Father Demal 
has sought remedy this. His book not for the 
Psychological expert but for the practical use the 
educator and pastor. Yet not merely popular 
treatment. manifests great understanding, both tech- 
nical and experiential, both the spiritual and the 
Psychic life. 


Winn 215 


The absence spiritual life countless people, the 
author maintains, not due strictly religious prob- 
due the absence knowledge what presup- 
posed for spiritual life, suitable psychic climate. 
help create this climate the author first treats questions 
that pertain the psychic conditions and needs ac- 
cording the three traditional stages spiritual prog- 
ress. Then the largest section considers what 
known the psychology type based the dis- 
tinctions age, occupation, personal disposition. The 
author here reveals profound sympathy with all the 
acets and twists the human personality. Finally 
there discussion psychopathic conditions de- 
tail and the requirements necessary for those en- 
gaged pastoral care unfortunates who are 
often too easily dismissed incapable spiritual de- 
velopment according any the standard rules. 


The translation from the second revised German edi- 
tion very readable, though there are terms here and 
there that the American will have convert into his 
own idiom. Also, one wonders why the whole book 
was set such small type. Recommended for those 
with good spectacles and more than passing interest 
the human psyche. 


Prior his death the age January, 1955, 
Dr. Roberts, author The Grandeur and Misery 
Man, occupied the chair Philosophy Religion and 
counselor for the students Union Theological Semi- 
nary. This book colection sermons which,Paul 
Tillich tells the Introduction, expresses the fruit 
Dr. Roberts’ efforts relate Christianity, practically 
and theoretically, the idea modern therapeutic 
psychology. Actually what find are the medita- 
tions very sincere man who realizes very deeply 
that “in Christ are made aware the misery 
man when separated from God and the grandeur 
man when restored God.” This not another 
watered-down version Christian humanitarianism 
the Norman Peale variety. The author has time 
for the minister layman who ignores the theological 
content the Gospels and its ethical implications 
set himself “20th Century witch doctor uttering 
happy incantations every Sunday.” 


This book Protestant wisdom the variety that 
the Catholic can understand and respect even 
cannot agree with the conception faith, the Church 
and the Sacraments that presupposes. 


Winn, Ralph (ed.) American Philosophy 
Philosophical Library. Oct. 26,1955. 318p. $6.00. 


Speaking this book totality, would evaluate 
good introductory study the main problems 
philosophy, the peculiarly American savor given 
these problems, and adequate series short 
sketches American thinkers from William Penn 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt. 


Since, however, this book the work different 
collaborators, is, expected, uneven quality. 
The contributors represent some well-known names 
contemporary American philosophy psychology, 
such Flewelling, Max Otto, Rapoport, Sellers, and 
even .one representative Thomistic thought the 
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United States, Vernon Bourke St. Louis University. 
Bourke’s terse pages, volume this size can 
hardly said appreciably affect the tone the 
book, except much they seem confirm, 
their presence, that spirit tolerant broadness, which, 
the editor judges, has always been distinctive Ameri- 
can thought. 
The aim this book, the editor tells us, the cultiva- 
tion active openness mind. This especially 
necessary our day view the confining pressure 
exerted the tremendous need for specialization, not 
mention the ordinary human tendency become 
circumscribed within one’s own little acre personal 
needs and prejudices. need specialists, yet would 
seem that, all specialists, those skilled making life 
rational all its aspects, theoretical and practical, are 
the most valuable. 
This certainly desirable aim; and this reviewer’s 
opinion that, with some proper guidance and supple- 
mentation, this book can serve good starting-point 
for sympathetic pursuit truth all its hidden and 
even distorted human formulations. 

Edward Sponga, 


University Scranton 
Luke Delmege 


Sheehan, Canon 
Regnery. Sept. 26, 1955. 500p. $4.50. 


Luke Delmege Canon Sheehan, Ireland’s in- 


comparable novelist, appeared first serially the 


American Ecclesiastical Review 1901. Shortly after 
Luke appeared book form and, almost, less time 
than takes tell found place clerical library 
shelves everywhere. became familiar and much 
home Tanquerey and Sabetti-Barrett. clerical 
education was not complete unless one had read Luke 
Delmege. The years the First War had come and 
with them had gone the publishing book that just 
would not die. 


Fortunately for Luke Delmege back happy 
series Thomas More Book Live.” There will 
rush the ever-ycung old fellow. His memory 
has always been green. Fifty years have made the 
heart grow but 


When Luke first appeared there were few jaundiced 
criticisms—but they fell deaf ears and upon eyes 
that refused not see the light. The London Spec- 
tator (Jan. 11) then wrote: “Luke Delmege very 
long and very full novel. But its matter excel- 
lent and varied that one does not wish shorter. 
The point view consistently Irish, Catholic, and 
—in the only good sense the word—reactionary that 
one would guess the calling and the nationality the 
author were not proclaimed the title-page. But 
Father Sheehan reads character and judges con- 
duct with humorous charity that larger than creed 
and wider than And about this same 
time London’s Punch Bull himself and the 
greatest Englishman them all had this say: “In 
Luke Delmege the Rev. Sheehan has given us, 
delightful style, deeply interesting study Irish 
life and character. The simple, unexciting story 
most instructive. The book replete with pathetic 


Sheehan Pocket Prints and Reprints 


Best 


episodes could only found sympathetic 
tives ‘the most distressful etc.” 


Luke Delmege clerical novel, sure, the 
sense that deals with clerics and many them and 
varied and hence the appeal this book for the clergy, 
But Luke Delmege deals with people and thousands 
them—good, bad and indifferent, some sad and some 
glad—and this fact gives the book its universal appeal, 


particularly good this time resurrect Canon 
Sheehan, Ireland’s novelist par excellence, lest people 
forget Ireland’s true contribution English Letters 
the light the untrue literary quacks who’ve been 
pearing these times, false themselves and false 
their land and people. This book one reader 
proud own and read and re-read. 


Matthew Meighan, 
New York New York 


POCKET PRINTS AND REPRINTS 
Laut, S.J., Contributing Editor 


Leading the field this month are three fine Doubleday 
Anchor Books. Elizabethan Song Book (A-56, 
$1.25; has text edited Auden; Noah 
Greenberg edited the music. This thoroughly 
lightful volume whether your interests are poetic, musi- 
cal, historical humanistic. could serve source 
book for glee-clubs, music societies family parties. 
The music all the key for easy rendi- 
tion. Next Helen Waddell’s The Wandering Scholars 
(A-63, $1.15; fascinating and scholarly account 
the life and art the Latin lyric poets the Middle 
Ages. The work was first published 1927. The Old 
Regime and the French Revolution (A-60, $0.95; 
Alexis Tocqueville 1856 account the 
background the great upheaval. Very heavy going, 
but interest scholars. 


For the Fall tourist, Cardinal Books has Italian Through 
Pictures 201, $0.35; Richards, Evangelista and 
Gibson. For such phrases the ever-needed “My 
mouth under nose,” quite indispensable. 
Woman’s Home Companion has issued three novels 
condensed the magazine. Titled Best-Seller Digest 
No. 193, $0.35; includes Desirée, Bless This 
House and Magnificent Obsession. ..Definitely for the 
ladies with all-too-little time. the men there 
Lord 192, $0.35; the last century 
this would have been titled “The Frontierman’s Re- 
venge.” For the bedside reader there Subtreasury 
White. you’re unfamiliar with the book, buy 
it. will the best 35c you ever spent. The Pocket 
Book Magazine now issue number 200, 
$0.35; IIa). contains the usual melange essays, 
cartoons and articles. There also highly 
able listing “200 books which every child should 
have chance read and enjoy.” The Compact 
Treasury Inspiration Kenneth Giniger ed. 196, 
$0.35; potpourri poems, hymns, stories and 
articles seeks uplift and encourage the reader. There 
are two novels: American Captain 194, $0.35; 
Edison Marshall, too-crammed account 
Yankee Ulysses and Cardinal Giant, Youngblood 
(GC 28, $0.50; IIb) John Killens, hypoed, violent 
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portrayal the race the south. Next 


Understanding Surgery Dr. Robert Rothberg (GC 
$0.50; explains with the aid diagrams 
and question-and-answers the reasons for and the 
methods most the common types surgery 
practiced today. 


First Edition bogs down this month. There are three 
Luke Short’s Marauders’ Moon (#70, $0.25; 
pot-boiling western; Local Color, only mediocre 
collection short stories about the negro the south 
John Rice (#71, $0.25; How 
Build and Operate Model Railroad (#72, $0.35; 
Marshall McClintock, fabulously illustrated guide 
for the small-train empire builder. 


Ballantine Books has two misses and hit. Richard 
Wilson’s The Girls from Planet Five (#117, $0.35; 
can’t decide whether spoof science fiction 
tale. The Power Negative Thinking (#115, $0.35; 
another example the wonderfully-satiric-idea- 
Too many the cartoons are “bor- 
rowed” from the masters, too much the text tedi- 
ous. But Jet (#116, $0.35; collection short 
stories Frank Harvey, recounting the wondrous deeds 
ihe new Air Force. This the author’s first book. 


Pocket Books has fine chiller The Deadly Climate 
(#1077, $0.25; Ursula Curtiss. Helen Eustis’ The 
Fool Killer (#1079, $0.25; one the best psycho- 
stories the year. Ellery Queen joins 
the violent brigade with The Glass Village (#1082, 
$0.25; story The Queen touch 
keeps within bounds. And Sometimes Death (#1083, 
$0.25; Valentine tells sordid tale back- 
street romance and violence. Three westerns are of- 
fered: Ravaged Range (#1081, $0.25; Peter Field, 
Valley who-done-it; nine Haycox short stories 
are offered Prairie Guns (#1069, $0.25; Wagon 
Wheel Gap Allan Elston brutal story the 
two strong men for the same girl and the same 
range (#1086, $0.25; Guys and Dolls (#1098, 
brings back sixteen Damon Runyon stories. 
“Hold Yale” alone would worth the price 
the book. Baby Sitter’s Dennis the Menace 
(#1080, $0.25; just doesn’t seem funny. Perhaps 
had too much good thing. Margaret Farrar, 
puzzle editor the New York Times, has edited the 
Pocket Book Crossword Puzzles, endearing her- 
self every commuter and insomniac. 


Prolific Dell Books have series ups and downs again 
this month. Grin and Bear (#827, $0.25; 
cartoon collection Lichty, many are monumental. 
Among the costume dramas are: Indigo Christine 
Weston (#D158, $0.35; picture 
the national and racial troubles India and Caravan 
Xanadu 157, $0.35; one Edison Marshall’s 
adventures rape and rapier. This time Marco Polo 
the focal point. Among the murder stories John Bing- 
ham’s The Tender Poisoner (#873, $0.25; will keep 
A.M. until you finish it. Murder Retro- 
(#871, $0.25; Agatha Christie gives Her- 
cule Poirot loose among the artists—need say more? 
the “tough school” adherents there are: Run, Killer, 
Run (#868, $0.25; IIa) Bill Gault, find-the-missing- 
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witness story; and The Big Money Harold Masur 
(#874, $0.25; which makes fine start with our 
hero talking himself the phone. However, the 
story does not live its beginning. The Danger 
Within Michael Gilbert (#870, $0.25; tells 
escape from POW camp. The tale told with ad- 
mirable restraint and British stiff-upper-lipmanship. For 
the western lovers have Luke Short’s Bounty Guns 
(#869, $0.25; I), 1939 story vengeance amid 
range feud. The Violent Land (#875, $0.25; won 
prize Best Western Novel the Year for Wayne 
Overholser. The story interesting and gets beneath 
the skin its characters, but the thing seemed overly- 
plotted me. 


Perma Books presents Lift Your Heart Bishop 
Sheen 4033, $0.35; I), originally reviewed hard 
cover Nov. 1950. John Pugh’s Captain the Medici 
4032, $0.35; was reviewed here the issue 
Feb. 1954, it’s another highly-seasoned costume caper. 
Ernest Gann’s Soldier Fortune 4304, $0.35; IIb) 
from the motion picture the same name. The 
book too best local color, shortest character and 
plot. Your Child from Two Five 4035, $0.35; 
edited Morton Edwards, Publisher Two Five 
World News. any parents with children this age 
have time read the book, may prove some value. 
Bigelow Clark has done better-than-average novel 
the unhappy lot internees The Dreamers 
3020, $0.25; Doubles Death William Grew 
3019, $0.25; about average guy who gets 
out his depth intrigue and murder. Absorbing. 
The Big Boodle, 3002, $0.25; IIb), Robert Syl- 
vester offers tougher-than-average private eye saga. 
Two westerns round out the Perma list. The Settling 
the Sage 3021, $0.25; dates originally from 
1922, but it’s still fine narrative the rancher-versus- 
fencer feud. Dwight Bennet offers Top Hand 3023, 
$0.25; I), good variation the old theme: lust for 
land and power Oregon. 


Bantam Books makes the largest contribution this 
month’s Pocket Prints, eleven. Eric Russel leads off 
with Deep Space (#1362, $0.25; collection eight 
fairish short stories, originally magazines. Three 
horse dramas are next. Luke Short (does write for 
every publisher?) has Hard Case (#1373, $0.25; I), 
incredible tale, done first 1941, tiny gun-slinger. 
Peter Dawson The Big Outfit (#1361, $0.25; tells 
the efforts power-mad crew burn out the 
homesteaders. ex-law man resolves stop them. 
Holmes does better Delta Deputy 
(#1384, $0.25; I). Some real people tackle the peren- 
nial problem the tough town that doesn’t want 
get cleaned up. Croswell Bowen offers provocative 
study young criminality They Went Wrong 
1375, $0.35; Here have the case histories 
recent youthful headline makers. The author’s dead- 
pan interviews with the criminals are the most frighten- 
ing pages I’ve read years. For relief, may turn 
Maria Pinto’s The Art Italian Cooking 1378, 
$0.35; addition the fabulous recipes, there 
valuable glossary Italian terms and fine Index. 
kitchen should without copy. The private eye 
quite respectable this time. Tears for the Bride 
Robert Martin (#1372, $0.25; lets some nice 
people handle very messy case the Ohio country- 
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side. Steve Fisher has some thoroughly hateful char- much sex, torture and minimum history. John 
acters tell about the prize shows Giveaway Masters continues his exploration the enigma 
(#1376, $0.25; For some reason The Scandals Mother India Bhowani Junction 1381, $0.50; 
Clochemerle (#1377, $0.25; IIb) Gabriel Chevallier This time, the setting modern and the point view 
has been reisuued. vulgar attempt revivify changes through the three main characters who take 
1937 farce. The Time the Gringo Elliott Arnold narrating the story. Unfortunately the emphasis 
1379, $0.50; IIb) the “big historical novel” about physical and free-lance sex spoils the story line and 
the last days Spanish rule the Southwest. otherwise good intentions the author. 


NOVEMBER 
it’s time plan your CHRISTMAS GIFTS 


WHY NOT give Subscription BEST SELLERS? 
(Use the enclosed postage-paid card) 


take advantage our SPECIAL GIFT SUBSCRIPTION OFFER, (good 
only direct order addressed before December 15, 1955) 


Your own Renewal for One Year plus ONE GIFT $7.00; (or TWO GIFTS, without 
your renewal, for $7.50) 

Your own Renewal for One Year plus TWO GIFTS $10.00; (or THREE GIFTS, with- 
out your renewal, for $10.50) 

Your own Renewal for One Year plus THREE $12.50; (or FOUR GIFTS, with- 
out your renewal, for $13.00) 


FIVE GIFT Subscriptions: $15.00 


(This offer good only, under above conditions, the 
continental United States and Canada 
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